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SWIFT CONTACTS

FICTION

THE SHARDS

DAMASCUS STATION

Bret Easton Ellis

David McCloskey

‘One of those authors who leaves no
one – whether or not they’ve read him
– indifferent’ THE TIMES

‘Damascus Station is simply marvellous
storytelling ... a stand-out thriller and
essential reading for fans of the genre’
FINANCIAL TIMES

JANUARY 2023 | ISBN 9781800752290 | £25 | ROYAL HB | 608PP | FICTION

JANUARY 2023 | ISBN 9781800752696 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB | 432PP | THRILLER

Los Angeles, 1981 –17-year-old Bret is a senior at the exclusive Buckley prep school when a
new student arrives with a mysterious past. Robert Mallory is bright, handsome, charismatic,
and shielding a secret from Bret and his friends, even as he becomes a part of their tightly
knit circle. Bret’s obsession with Mallory is equalled only by his increasingly unsettling
preoccupation with The Trawler, a serial killer on the loose who seems to be drawing ever
closer to Bret and his friends, taunting them with grotesque threats and horrific, sharply local
acts of violence.

CIA case officer Sam Joseph is dispatched to Paris to recruit Syrian Palace official Mariam
Haddad. The two fall into a forbidden relationship, which supercharges Haddad’s recruitment
and creates unspeakable danger when they enter Damascus to find the man responsible for
the disappearance of an American spy.
Set against the backdrop of a Syria pulsing with fear and rebellion, Damascus Station is a
gripping thriller that offers a textured portrayal of espionage, love, loyalty, and betrayal in one
of the most difficult CIA assignments on the planet.

Can he trust his friends – or his own mind – to make sense of the danger they appear to be
in? Thwarted by the world and by his own innate desires, buffeted by unhealthy fixations, Bret
spirals into paranoia and isolation as the relationship between The Trawler and Robert Mallory
hurtles inexorably towards a collision.
Bret Easton Ellis is the author of six novels, including Less Than Zero and
American Psycho, a collection of essays and a collection of stories, which
have been translated into thirty-two languages. He lives in Los Angeles and
is the host of the Bret Easton Ellis Podcast, available on Patreon.

David McCloskey is a former CIA analyst and former consultant at
McKinsey & Company. While at the CIA, he worked in field stations across
the Middle East and briefed senior White House officials and Arab royalty.
He lives in Texas. Damascus Station is his first novel; his second will be
published in later this year.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Lisa Shakespeare (lisashakespearepr@btinternet.com)
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THE COLLECTOR

FRIEND

Anne Mette Hancock

Poems by Young People

Kate Clanchy
‘Hancock writes with a razor-sharp
pen, wittily and with originality. I simply
adore her books’ KATRINE ENGBERG

A collection by young poets

APRIL 2023 | ISBN 9781800752955 | £10.99 | B FORMAT PB | 128PP | POETRY

JUNE 2023 | ISBN 9781800751514 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB | 336PP | CRIME

Here are poems about love, loss, mothers, fathers, God, rain and growing up. About all
the things that poems are always about, in fact, with one crucial difference. Instead of
being remembered from an adult distance, these poems were written by a diverse group of
teenagers direct from their own experience. So as well as being clever, funny and moving,
they are also immediate – they go straight to the heart like a text from a friend.

A boy has disappeared from his school. At the schoolyard journalist Heloise Kaldan runs
into her close friend Erik Schäfer, the outspoken investigator on this case. The boy, Lukas,
doesn’t show up, but his phone does. It reveals that Lukas is obsessed with pareidolia: the
psychological phenomenon that makes us see faces in random things. One particular photo of
a barn door that looks like a face catches their attention. Is this where Lukas is?

Most of these poems are by pupils from a single multicultural comprehensive school, Oxford
Spires Academy. Many have already been social media sensations: Linnet Drury’s poems, for
instance, have been retweeted over 100,000 times.

Heloise is ordered to drop her current article, a controversial investigation into soldiers with
PTSD, to cover the story of the missing boy. But when things that point to the traumatized
soldiers appear in Lukas’ case, Schäfer will need Heloise’s help making heads or tails of this
enormous jumble of clues.

Kate Clanchy is a writer, teacher and journalist. Her short story ‘The
Not-Dead and the Saved’ won both the 2009 BBC National Short Story
Award and the VS Pritchett Memorial Prize. Her novel Meeting the English
was shortlisted for the Costa Book Award. Her BBC 3 radio programme
about her work with students was shortlisted for the Ted Hughes prize.
In 2018 she was awarded an MBE for services to literature, and an
anthology of her students’ work, England: Poems from a School, was
published to great acclaim. In 2019 she published Some Kids I Taught and
What They Taught Me, which won the Orwell Prize for Political Writing.

Anne Mette Hancock lives in Copenhagen with her two children. In 2017
her debut The Corpse Flower introduced readers to journalist Heloise
Kaldan and police officer Erik Schäfer. It won the Danish Crime Academy’s
debutant prize, was a #1 bestseller in Denmark and a top ten bestseller in
Europe.

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)
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BOOM BOOM

THE SERPENT DANCE

Juda Idada

Sofia Slater
The river will have its due...

Winner of the Nigeria Prize
for Literature

JUNE 2023 | ISBN 9781800750500 | £14.99 |DEMY HB | 288PP | FICTION

JUNE 2023 | ISBN 9781800752870 | £8.99 | B FORMAT PB | 240PP | CHILDREN’S FICTION

On the Feast of St John the Cornish villagers of Trevennick dance around midsummer bonfires
and make offerings to the river. It’s not the sort of thing that appeals to Audrey Delaney, who
is very much a city mouse. But when her (sort of, almost) boyfriend Noah whisks her away on
a surprise trip to the West Country, she’s determined to do the best she can to enjoy herself, if
that’s what it takes to remove the question mark from their relationship.

Osaik is an eight-year-old boy. He is charming and has an unusual ability to hear things no
one else hears. But his world is thrown into disarray when a debilitating disease takes his
mother from him.
Despite his grief, he has to find a way of saving his little sister, Eghe, from the same disease.
Alongside his dad, and Kompa his dog, they begin a race to get her all the help she needs.

Then their first night ends in tragedy, and Audrey finds herself stuck in the back of beyond,
embroiled in a police inquiry, and unsure who to trust. Not Noah, who obviously had an
ulterior motive for bringing her here. And certainly none of the villagers: brooding mussel
farmer Trevor, weirdly intense vicar Lamorna, and infuriatingly cocky and omnipresent jackof-all-trades Griffin. She’ll have to untangle the mysteries of this insular community quickly,
though, because people are dying fast. The river will have its due...

In this dramatic, fast-paced story of loss, faith, and hope, the limits of love, sacrifice, friendship,
loyalty, and family ties are tested as the struggle to save his sister’s life brings Osaik and those
around him to a new knowledge of the world they can see, the world they cannot see, and the
part of themselves they never knew existe

Jude Idada is an award-winning screenwriter, actor, poet and playwright.
Boom Boom is the first of his books to be published outside of Nigeria.

Sofia Slater was raised in the American West, and lived in France,
Scotland and Oxford before settling in London. As well as writing fiction,
she translates from French and Spanish. She published her debut novel,
Auld Acquaintance, in 2022; The Serpent Dance is her second.

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)
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RIVER OF THE GODS
Genius, Courage, and Betrayal in the Search for
the Source of the Nile

Candice Millard
‘A lean, fast-paced account of the
almost absurdly dangerous quest ’
NEW YORK TIMES BOOK REVIEW

NON-FICTION

FEBRUARY 2023 | ISBN 9781800752610 | £20 | ROYAL HB | 368PP | NON-FICTION

A story of courage and adventure, set against the backdrop of the race to exploit Africa.
In the 19th century, there was a frenzy of interest in ancient Egypt. Richard Burton and John
Hanning Speke were sent by the Royal Geographical Society to claim the prize for England.
Burton spoke twenty-nine languages, and was mercurial, subtle, and an iconoclastic atheist.
Speke was a young aristocrat and Army officer determined to make his mark, Burton’s
opposite in temperament and beliefs.
Yet there was a third man on both expeditions, his name obscured by imperial annals, whose
exploits were even more extraordinary. This was Sidi Mubarak Bombay, who was enslaved
and shipped from his home village in East Africa to India. Without Bombay and men like him,
who led, carried, and protected the expedition, neither Englishman would have come close to
the headwaters of the Nile, or perhaps even survived.
Candice Millard is the prize-winning author of four books, including River
of the Gods; all New York Times bestsellers. She lives in Kansas City with
her husband and three children.

Publicity contact: Lisa Shakespeare (lisashakespearepr@btinternet.com)
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TIME TO THINK

STAY, DAUGHTER

The Inside Story of the Collapse of Tavistock’s
Gender Service for Children

Yasmin Azad

Hannah Barnes
‘Easily the best piece of writing in
English about Sri Lankan Muslims, Stay,
Daughter is a must read’ QADRI ISMAIL

FEBRUARY 2023 | ISBN 9781800751118 | £20 | ROYAL HB | 400PP | NON-FICTION

MARCH 2023 | ISBN 9781800751392 | £14.99 | DEMY HB | 256PP | MEMOIR

The Gender Identity Development Service (GIDS) was set up initially to provide talking
therapies to young people who were questioning their gender identity. But in the last decade
GIDS has referred more than a thousand children, some as young as ten years old, for
medication to block their puberty. In the same period, the number of referrals has exploded,
increasing thirty-fold, while the profile of the patients has changed, from largely pre-pubescent
boys to mostly adolescent girls, who are often contending with other difficulties.

We did not stay in our houses. Not in the way our grandmothers had, or our mothers. We
went out a little more and veiled ourselves a little less…
Stay, Daughter follows the history of a Muslim community in Sri Lanka that breaks with the
traditions of the time to give girls a secular education and permission to go out of their homes.
Before long, such independence and exposure to foreign ideas brings heartbreak to many
families as their daughters move away from the customs that had once been the norm. With
humour and love, and full of life, Stay, Daughter gives an intimate glimpse into the changing
mores of a traditional community that has to balance the rules of Islamic orthodoxy with the
freedoms and innovations of the modern world.

Why had the patients changed so dramatically? Were all these distressed young people
actually best served by taking puberty blockers and cross-sex hormones? Was there enough
clinical evidence to justify such profound medical interventions in the lives of young people
who had so much else to contend with? This urgent, scrupulous and dramatic book explains
how, in the words of some former staff, GIDS has been the site of a serious medical scandal, in
which ideological concerns took priority over clinical practice.
Hannah Barnes is an award-winning journalist at the BBC’s flagship
current affairs programme Newsnight. She led its coverage of the care
available to young people experiencing gender-related distress, which
helped precipitate an extensive NHS review and unearthed evidence
that was later used in several sets of legal proceedings. The work was
nominated for an array journalism awards, including the prestigious RTS
Television Journalism Awards.

Yasmin Azad was among the first group of girls in her Muslim community
in Sri Lanka to go away to university. Soon after obtaining a degree in
English from the University of Ceylon, she moved to the United States,
where she worked as a mental health counsellor before her recent
retirement.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Christian Lewis (christianlewispr@outlook.com)
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WHAT YOUR TEEN IS
TRYING TO TELL YOU

FLIGHT PATHS
How a Passionate and Quirky Group of
Pioneering Scientists Solved the Mystery
of Bird Migration

Surviving, thriving and re-connecting through
the teenage years

Rebecca Heisman

Stella O’Malley

The captivating, little-known true story
of a group of scientists and the methods
and technology they developed to
uncover the secrets of avian migration

MARCH 2023 | ISBN 9781800752542 | £16.99 | ROYAL TPB | 320PP | TEENAGERS

MARCH 2023 | ISBN 9781800752924 | £16.99| DEMY HB | 303PP | NATURE

Leading psychotherapist Stella O’Malley understands difficult teenagers: not only does she
work with them in her therapy practice, but she was one herself. Here she offers indispensable
and judgment-free advice on dealing with the often volatile and difficult teenage years.

Flight Paths is the never-before-told story of how a group of migration-obsessed scientists in
the twentieth and twenty-first centuries engaged nearly every branch of science to understand
bird migration—from where and when they take off to their flight paths and behaviors, their
destinations and the challenges they encounter getting there.

This invaluable resource is full of tips on how to handle your adolescent’s feelings, ways to
help them negotiate the sometimes rocky path to adulthood, and practical information on how
to support them through mental health problems, eating disorders, alcohol and drug use, and
friendship challenges.

Uniting curious minds from across generations, continents, and disciplines, bird enthusiast and
science writer Rebecca Heisman traces the development of each technique used for tracking
migratory birds, from the first attempts to mark individual birds to the cutting-edge technology
that lets ornithologists trace where a bird has been, based on unique DNA markers. Along the
way, she touches on the biggest technological breakthroughs of modern science and reveals
the almost-forgotten stories of the scientists who harnessed these inventions in service of
furthering our understanding of nature (and their personal obsession with birds).

This is an essential resource manual for parents who want to be able to tune into what their
teenager is really trying to tell them and work with them to create an enjoyable family
atmosphere for everyone.
Stella O’Malley is a psychotherapist, best-selling author, public speaker
and parent with many years’ experience working in counselling and
psychotherapy. Her first three books, Cotton Wool Kids, Bully-Proof Kids
and Fragile have all been bestsellers in Ireland, where she lives with her
husband and two children and runs her private practice.

Rebecca Heisman is a science writer based in eastern Washington who
loves nerding out about birds. She’s contributed to publications including
Audubon Magazine, Sierra Magazine, Hakai Magazine, bioGraphic,
Living Bird, and Bird Conservation. From 2015 to 2020, she worked for the
American Ornithological Society (AOS), the world’s largest professional
organization for bird scientists.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Lisa Shakespeare (lisashakespearepr@btinternet.com)
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STRUGGLE SESSIONS

THE
COUNTERWEIGHT
HANDBOOK

Dispatches From the Wrong Side of History

Nellie Bowles

Principled Strategies for Surviving and Defeating
Critical Social Justice Ideology – at Work, in
Schools, and Beyond

Helen Pluckrose

APRIL 2023| ISBN 9781800752719 | £16.99 | DEMY HB | 320PP | NON-FICTION

APRIL 2023 | ISBN 9781800751088 | £16.99 | ROYAL TPB | 288PP | NON-FICTION

Nothing Nellie Bowles – card-carrying lesbian, Hillary voter, New York Times reporter –
did shocked her San Francisco neighbours and friends until she started asking whether the
progressive movement she loved actually helped people. Gently informed that asking these
questions meant she was ‘on the wrong side of history,’ Bowles did what any reporter worth
her salt would do: she started investigating for herself. The answers she found were worse and funnier - than she’d expected.

Over the last several years, organisations and institutions throughout the West have adopted
comprehensive diversity and inclusion policies, and new forms of employee and student
training on antiracism, unconscious bias, gender diversity, cultural sensitivity and other related
topics. The stated goals of these programmes are often reasonable if not noble – to create a
more welcoming space and inclusive environment for all. But such training, when based on the
activist ideology known as Critical Social Justice, crosses a clear line when participants are
required to affirm beliefs they do not hold.

Deliciously funny and painfully insightful, Struggle Sessions is an unmissable debut by one of
America’s sharpest journalists.

The Counterweight Handbook provides individuals with a practical guide to understanding
and addressing the issues that are likely to arise when this activist ideology is implemented in
their organisation or institution. It is for everyone who wishes to push back against the hostile
work and educational environments such training inevitably creates – or who fears being fired,
censored or cancelled for their deeply held beliefs or principled convictions.

Nellie Bowles is a journalist writing about business and culture. Previously,
she was a tech reporter at the New York Times and a correspondent for
VICE News Tonight on HBO. As part of a team, she won the Geral Loeb
Award in Investigations and the Robert F. Kennedy Human Rights Journalism
Award for reporting on online predators.

Helen Pluckrose is a liberal political and cultural writer and speaker. She
is the co-founder of Counterweight, and the co-author of Cynical Theories,
which was an international bestseller and a Book of the Year in The Times,
the Sunday Times and the Financial Times. Helen lives in Essex.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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WORLD POWER

THE ONE THING YOU
NEED TO KNOW TO
WRITE A NOVEL

Why Britain is not doomed to decline and can
help shape the globe this century

Jeremy Hunt

Tim Lott
The simplest book on how
to write a novel ever written

MAY 2023 | ISBN 9781800751187 | £20 | ROYAL HB | 320PP | NON-FICTION

JUNE 2023 | ISBN 9781800752214 | £14.99 |DEMY TPB | 288PP | NON-FICTION

Former Foreign Secretary Jeremy Hunt’s World Power is a thought-provoking book about our
place in the world in the century ahead.

At the heart of writing – at the apex of storytelling – there is only one principle, and it winds
like a golden thread across all the books and courses.

Looking back at his time as this country’s global ambassador, he asks: is Britain a minor
player, marginalized by our departure from the EU and dwarfed by the rise of new
economies? Or is there a major role for us to play in a rapidly changing international order?

It will be invaluable to anyone creating fictional worlds - but most particularly to novelists, who
are most in danger of forgetting it. Or not noticing it in the first place.
Tim Lott knows he can’t teach anyone to write a novel (that’s one of the lies propagated by the
novel-writing industry).But he can teach someone how to build a firm platform on which they
can stand in order to explore whether they have the talent, will and determination that writing
a novel takes.

Hunt observes how Britain has continued to exert global influence despite losing its empire
and economic dominance. He writes with passion and clarity and interweaving his time in
Government with the freedom he now has to question our attitudes to China, Tech, Security,
Climate Change and all aspects of our global role.

Tim Lott is the author of ten novels and a memoir, The Scent of Dried
Roses, which won the PEN/J.R. Ackerley Prize. White City Blue won
the Whitbread First Novel Award and his young adult book Fearless
was shortlisted for the Guardian Children’s Book Award. Tim lives
with his family in north-west London.

Jeremy Hunt was elected Conservative MP for South West Surrey
in 2005. He was first appointed Secretary of State for Health in
September 2012, and then served as Secretary of State for Foreign and
Commonwealth Affairs from 9th July 2018 to 24th July 2019. Before his
election as an MP, Jeremy ran his own educational publishing business,
Hotcourses. He also set up a charity to help AIDS orphans in Africa in
which he continues to play an active role. Jeremy lives in Godalming and
London with his wife, son and two daughters.
Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)
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THE COME UP
An Oral History of the Rise of Hip-Hop

Jonathan Abrams
‘The Come Up is Abrams at his sharpest,
at his most observant, at his most
insightful’
SHEA SERRANO, #1 NEW YORK TIMES
BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF HIP-HOP (AND OTHER
THINGS)

PAPERBACKS

NOVEMBER 2022| ISBN 9781800752771 | £18.99 | TPB | 544PP | MUSIC

The Come Up is an exhilarating behind-the-scenes account of how hip-hop came to rule the
world – and an essential contribution to music history.
The music that would come to be known as hip-hop was born at a party in the Bronx in the
summer of 1973. Now, fifty years later, it’s the most popular music genre in America. And yet
the stories of many hip-hop pioneers and their individual contributions in the pre-Internet days
of mixtapes and word of mouth are rarely heard - and some are at risk of being lost forever.
Now, in The Come Up, the New York Times bestselling author Jonathan Abrams offers the
most comprehensive account so far of hip-hop’s rise, a multi-decade chronicle told in the
voices of the people who made it happen.

Jonathan Abrams is the author of the New York Times bestsellers All The
Pieces Matter: The Inside Story of The Wire and Boys Among Men: How
the Prep-To-Pro Generation Redefined the NBA and Sparked a Basketball
Revolution. A graduate of the University of Southern California, he was
previously a staff writer for the Los Angeles Times, ESPN’s Grantland and
Bleacher Report’s magazine.

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)
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THE WHITE HOUSE
PLUMBERS

THE CORPSE
FLOWER

The Seven Weeks That Led to Watergate and
Doomed Nixon’s Presidency

Anne Mette Hancock

Egil ‘Bud’ Krogh and Matthew Krogh

New in Paperback

‘Ingenious ... Taut, menacing, and
intensely thrilling, it never lets go’

SOON TO BE A FIVE-PART HBO
SERIES, STARRING WOODY
HARRELSON AND JUSTIN THEROUX

GEOFFREY WANSALL, DAILY MAIL

DECEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800752009 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB | 208PP | TRUE CRIME

JANUARY 2023 | ISBN 9781800750951 | £8.99 | B FORMAT PB | 336PP | CRIME

On July 17, 1971, Egil ‘Bud’ Krogh was summoned to a closed-door meeting by his mentor –
and key confidant of the president – John Ehrlichman. Krogh was shocked when Ehrlichman
handed him a file and the responsibility for the Special Investigations Unit, later to be
notoriously known as ‘The Plumbers.’ Driven by blind loyalty, diligence, and dedication,
Krogh, along with his co-director, David Young, set out to handle the job. Krogh had no idea
that his decisions would soon lead to one of the most famous conspiracies in presidential
history, and the demise of the Nixon administration.

Danish journalist Heloise Kaldan is in the middle of a nightmare. One of her sources has been
caught lying, and she could lose her job over it. And then she receives the first in a series of
cryptic letters from an alleged killer.
Anna Kiel is wanted for murder but hasn’t been seen by anyone in three years. When the
reporter who first wrote about the case is found murdered in his apartment, detective Erik
Schafer comes up with the first lead. Has Anna Kiel struck again? If so, why does every clue
point directly to Heloise Kaldan?

The White House Plumbers is Krogh’s account of what really happened behind the closed
doors of the Nixon White House, how a good man can make bad decisions, and the
redemptive power of integrity. Including the story of how Krogh served time and later rebuilt
his life, The White House Plumbers is gripping, thoughtful, and a cautionary tale of placing
loyalty over principle.

As Heloise starts digging deeper she realises that to tell Anna’s story she will have to revisit her
darkest past, and confront the one person she swore she’d never see again…

Egil ‘Bud’ Krogh (1939-2020) made headlines as a Nixon Administration
official who went to prison for his role in what would lead to the Watergate
scandal. He was Senior Fellow on Ethics and Leadership at the Center for
the Study of the Presidency and Congress, and Counselor to the Director at
the School for Ethics and Global Leadership in Washington, D.C.

Anne Mette Hancock lives in Copenhagen with her two children. Her
debut The Corpse Flower introduced readers to journalist Heloise Kaldan
and police officer Erik Schafer. It won the Danish Crime Academy’s
debutant prize, and was a #1 bestseller in Denmark and a top ten
bestseller in Europe. The sequel, The Collector, is published by Swift
in February 2023.
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New in Paperback

New in Paperback

HONOR

QUARANTINE

Thrity Umrigar

Nick Holdstock

A Reese Witherspoon Book Club Pick

‘One of the most thought-provoking
and arresting novels of the year’

‘A powerful, important, unforgettable
book’ CHERYL STRAYED, AUTHOR OF WILD

SCOTS WHAY HAE

FEBRUARY 2023 | ISBN 9781800751590 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB| 336PP | FICTION

FEBRUARY 2023 | ISBN 9781800751026 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB| 320PP | FICTION

In this riveting and immersive novel, bestselling author Thrity Umrigar tells the story of two
couples and the sometimes dangerous and heartbreaking challenges of love across a cultural
divide.

It’s ten years since a deadly pandemic swept the globe, and five years since the last new
recorded case. Society came close to collapse, but now there’s a vaccine – though not a cure
– people are only dying in the usual ways.

Indian American journalist Smita has returned to India to cover a story, but reluctantly: long
ago she and her family left the country with no intention of ever coming back. As she follows
the case of Meena – a Hindu woman attacked by members of her own village and her own
family for marrying a Muslim man – Smita comes face to face with a society where tradition
carries more weight than one’s own heart, and a story that threatens to unearth the painful
secrets of Smita’s own past.

Lukas, along with several hundred other infected people, is quarantined in a camp on a
mountain of Central Asia. With nothing to do, and no future to speak of, the inmates pass the
time drinking, taking drugs, joining a cult, making are or having sex with whoever they can.

Thrity Umrigar is the bestselling author of The Space Between Us, which
was a finalist for the PEN/Beyond Margins Award, as well as six other
novels, a memoir, and three picture books. Her books have been translated
into several languages and published in over fifteen countries. She is the
winner of a Lambda Literary Award and the Seth Rosenberg Prize, and is a
Distinguished Professor of English at Case Western Reserve University.

Nick Holdstock is a China expert who now lives in Edinburgh. As well as
three non-fiction books on China, including two on Xinjiang, he has written
for the Guardian, n+1, the LRB, the TLS and elsewhere. Quarantine is his
first novel to be published in the UK.

Rebecca is a scientist who worked on the vaccine that saved the world. Having lost her partner
in the years of chaos, she keeps testing the vaccine against mutations of the virus, because it
seems inevitable that there will be a next time. Quarantine is a thrillingly intelligent novel about
how we – as individuals, and as a society – deal with the aftermath of catastrophe.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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DILLA TIME

New in Paperback

New in Paperback

The Life and Afterlife of J Dilla, the Hip-Hop
Producer Who Reinvented Rhythm

OTHER PEOPLE
MANAGE

Dan Charnas

Ellen Hawley

‘This book is a must for everyone
interested in illuminating the idea of
unexplainable genius’ QUESTLOVE

‘Packed with ordinary wisdom, the
hard-won kind, the blistered-hand
and aching-back kind ... a tender and
beautiful addition to the literary canon’
IRISH TIMES

FEBRUARY 2023 | ISBN 9781800751767 | £12.99 | B FORMAT PB | 480PP | BIOGRAPHY

MARCH 2023 | ISBN 9781800750999 | £8.99 | B FORMAT PB | 208PP | FICTION

Equal parts biography, musicology, and cultural history, Dilla Time chronicles the life and
legacy of J Dilla, a musical genius who transformed the sound of popular music for the twentyfirst century.

It’s the late 70s when Marge meets Peg at the Women’s Coffee House, which is less a place
to drink coffee than a place where two women can dance together safely. Who knows what
draws people to each other? It’s the right time. They’re the right people.

In Dilla Time, Dan Charnas tracks the life of James DeWitt Yancey, from his gifted Detroit
childhood to his rise as a sought-after hip-hop producer to the rare blood disease that caused
his premature death. He follows the people who kept Dilla and his ideas alive. And he rewinds
the histories of American rhythms: from the birth of Motown soul to funk, techno, and disco.
Here, music is a story of what happens when human and machine times are synthesized into
something new.

For the next twenty years, they stay together, through the challenges any couple faces and the
ones no one expects. Then one day things change, and Marge has to work out what she’s left
with – and if she still belongs to the family she’s adopted as her own.

Dan Charnas is the author of the definitive history of the hip-hop
business,The Big Payback. He’s also the author of Work Clean, a book
detailing applying chefs’ techniques to almost any life situation. He was
the co-creator and executive producer of the VH1 movie and TV series,
The Breaks. He lives in Manhattan, and is an associate professor at NYU/
Tisch’s Clive Davis Institute of Recorded Music.

Ellen Hawley is an American writer living in Cornwall. She has worked as
an editor and copyeditor, a radio talk show host, a cab driver, a janitor, an
assembler, a file clerk (she lasted four days) and, for four fun-filled hours, a
receptionist. Other People Manage is her first novel to be published in
the UK.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)
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New in Paperback

THE VEDAS AND
UPANISHADS FOR
CHILDREN

NEARLY ALL THE MEN
IN LAGOS ARE MAD
Damilare Kuku

Roopa Pai

‘Captures the experience of navigating
the strange and wondrous world of love
and intimacy in Africa’s most enigmatic
city ... delectable and fun’ GUARDIAN

APRIL 2023 | ISBN 9781800751897 | £9.99 |B FORMAT PB | 432PP | RELIGION

MAY 2023 | ISBN 9781800751934 | £8.99 | B FORMAT PB | 256PP | FICTION

Three thousand years ago, deep inside the forests of India, a great ‘thought revolution’ was
brewing. In those forest labs, the brightest thinker – philosophers contemplated the universe,
reflected on ancient texts called the Vedas and came up with startling insights into questions
we still don’t have final answers to, like:

Nearly All the Men in Lagos Are Mad is a collection of twelve short stories featuring
characters with unique voices and stories that represent the diverse class, gender and ethnic
melting pot that is Lagos.
There’s a story of a young lady who tries to find her oyibo soulmate on the streets of Lagos;
another of a pastor’s wife who defends her husband from an allegation of adultery; a wife
takes a knife to her husband’s penis and a night of lust between a rising musician and his
Instagram baddie takes an unexpected turn.

• What is the universe made of?
• How do I know I’m looking at a tree when I see one?
• Who am I?
And where did they put those explosive findings? In a sprawling body of goosebumpy and
fascinating oral literature called the Upanishads! Intimidated? Don’t be! For this joyful, fun
guide to some of India’s longest-lasting secular wisdoms, reinterpreted for first-time explorers
by Roopa Pai, is guaranteed to keep you turning the pages.

Nearly All the Men in Lagos Are Mad underscores with wit, humour, wisdom and sensitivity,
the perils of trying to find lasting love and companionship in Africa’s most boisterous city.

Roopa Pai is a computer engineer who always knew she was going
to write for children. She is the author of Taranauts, India’s first fantasy
adventure series for children, and has several other published books to
her credit, including The Gita For Children. To make a living, she brings
together three other loves – history, working with young people and her
home town Bangalore – in her day job as a guide with Bangalore Walks,
a history and heritage walks and tours company.

Damilare Kuku has worked as a radio presenter, scriptwriter, film producer,
actor and director. Nearly All the Men in Lagos Are Mad is her first book.

Publicity contact: Lisa Shakespeare (lisashakespearepr@btinternet.com)

Publicity contact: Martha Halford-Fumagalli (martha@mh-pr.co.uk)
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New in Paperback

TOKYO NOBODY

OF BOYS AND MEN

Nicholas Hogg

Why the Modern Male is Struggling, Why It
Matters, and What To Do About It

‘An intelligent, gripping and stylish love
story set against a beautifully drawn
contemporary Japan’

Richard V. Reeves
‘Offers real, practical, solutions to create
a world that would be better for all of
us, across the gender spectrum’ ANNE-

OBSERVER BOOKS OF THE YEAR

MARIE SLAUGHTER AUTHOR OF UNFINISHED
BUSINESS: WOMEN MEN WORK FAMILY

JUNE 2023 | ISBN 9781800752238 | £8.99 | B FORMAT PB | 208PP | FICTION

JUNE 2023 | ISBN 9781800751033 | £10.99 | B FORMAT PB | 352PP | SOCIAL SCIENCE

The basis for the upcoming film Berlin Nobody, starring Eric Bana

Feminism has done a huge amount of good in the world. We now need its corollary – a
positive vision of masculinity that is compatible with gender equality.

Social psychologist Ben Monroe has returned to Tokyo after a failed marriage, determined to
seek out his former lover Kozue. His estranged teenage daughter Mazzy reluctantly flies from
California to join him. On the flight she meets a young Japanese man, Koji, a cult survivor,
who tells her the story of the luminous night princess Kaguya, a powerful tale of beauty and
obsession. As Ben delves deeper into the underworld in search of Kozue, Mazzy and Koji are
compelled to follow, and their four lives dangerously intersect as past and present collide.

Boys are falling behind at school and college because the educational system is structed in
ways that put them at a disadvantage. Men are struggling in the labour market because of
an economic shift away from traditionally male jobs. And fathers are dislocated because the
cultural role of family provider has been hollowed out. The male malaise is not the result of a
mass psychological breakdown, but of deep structural challenges.
Structural challenges require structural solutions, and this is what Richard V. Reeves proposes
in Of Boys and Men – starting boys at school a year later than girls; getting more men into
caring professions; rethinking the role of fatherhood outside of a nuclear family context.

Nicholas Hogg was born in Leicester. After graduating with a psychology
degree he travelled widely, living in the USA, New Zealand, and Japan.
When he first moved to Tokyo he worked as an English teacher and an
actor, appearing in television shows, adverts and in a hit computer game
as a zombie. He then became press officer for a Japanese NGO ship
and sailed around the world three times, reporting on global development
issues. His debut novel, Show Me The Sky, was nominated for the IMPAC
Dublin Literary Award, and his acclaimed short stories have won numerous
prizes and been broadcast by the BBC.

Richard Reeves is Senior Fellow in Economic Studies at the Brookings
Institution, in Washington D.C.. A transplanted Brit, his former roles include
Director of Strategy to the Deputy Prime Minister, and director of the thinktank Demos. In 2017, Politico magazine named Richard one of the top 50
thinkers in the U.S. for his work on class and inequality. His most recent
book, Dream Hoarders, was a ‘Book of the Year’ in The Economist and the
Observer, and he is also the author of John Stuart Mill: Victorian Firebrand,
which was shortlisted for the James Tait Black Prize.

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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New in Paperback

7 RULES OF POWER

New in Paperback

WOMEN IN WHITE
COATS

Surprising – But True – Advice on How to Get
Things Done and Advance Your Career

How the First Women Doctors Changed the
World of Medicine

Jeffrey Pfeffer

Olivia Campbell

‘The leading thinker on the topic
of power’ JIM COLLINS, AUTHOR OF

‘Fascinating, absorbing, and inspiring’

GOOD TO GREAT

NINA SANKOVITCH, BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF
AMERICAN REBELS

JUNE 2023 | ISBN 9781800751286 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB| 240PP | BUSINESS

JUNE 2023 | ISBN 9781800752481 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB| 368PP | HISTORY OF MEDICINE

If you want to ‘change lives, change organisations, change the world,’ the Stanford
business school’s motto, you need power.

In the early 1800s, women were dying in large numbers from treatable diseases because they
avoided receiving medical care.

Is power the last dirty secret or the secret to success? Both. While power carries some negative
connotations, it is a tool that can be used for good or evil. Don’t blame the tool for how some
people use it.

Motivated by personal loss and frustration over inadequate medical care, Elizabeth Blackwell,
Elizabeth Garrett Anderson and Sophia Jex-Blake fought for a woman’s place in the maledominated medical field. For the first time ever, Women in White Coats tells the complete
history of these three pioneers who, despite countless obstacles, earned medical degrees and
paved the way for other women to do the same.

If fully understood and harnessed effectively, power skills and understanding become the
keys to increasing salaries, job satisfaction, career advancement, organisational change and
happiness. Rooted firmly in social science research, Pfeffer’s seven rules provide a manual for
increasing your ability to get things done.

With gripping storytelling based on extensive research and access to archival documents,
Women in White Coats tells the courageous history these women made by becoming doctors,
detailing the boundaries they broke to reshape how we receive medical care today.

Jeffrey Pfeffer is the Thomas D. Dee II Professor of Organizational
Behavior at the Graduate School of Business, Stanford University, where
he has taught since 1979. His books include Power and Leadership BS,
shortlisted for the 2015 Financial Times Business Book of the Year.

Olivia Campbell is a journalist and author specialising in medicine and
women; her work has appeared in the Guardian, the Washington Post,
New York Magazine and The Cut, among others. Women in White Coats
is her first book.

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)

Publicity contact: Lisa Shakespeare (lisashakespearepr@btinternet.com)
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NOT ZERO
How an Irrational Target Will Impoverish You,
Help China (and Won’t Even Save the Planet)

Ross Clark
A devastating exposé of the UK’s
counter-productive and irrational
Net Zero policy

FEBRUARY 2023 | ISBN 9781800752429 | £20 | ROYAL HB |272PP | CLIMATE CHANGE

The British government has embarked on an ambitious and legally-binding climate change
target: reduce the country’s greenhouse gas emissions to Net Zero by 2050. The Net
Zero policy was subject to almost no parliamentary or public scrutiny. But what will its
consequences be?
Not Zero argues that it is an impractical hostage to fortune which will have massive
downsides. Achieving the target depends upon rapidly developing technologies that are
either non-existent, highly speculative or untested. He shows that efforts to achieve the target
will result in a huge hit to living standards, which will clobber the poorest hardest, and gift a
massive geopolitical advantage to China and Russia. The rigid timetable it imposes could also
result in our committing too early to technologies which turn out to be ineffective, which could
hobble the fight against climate change.

Ross Clark is a veteran British journalist who regularly writes for The
Spectator, The Times, the Telegraph and the Daily Mail.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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FEMINISM AGAINST
PROGRESS

UNFAIR PLAY
The Battle for Women’s Sport

Sharron Davies and Craig Lord
Mary Harrington

A legendary Olympian exposes the
toxic sexism that threatens women’s
sport

How women lose out in the era of
tech utopianism and progressive
overreach

MARCH 2023 | ISBN 9781800752023 | £16.99 | DEMY HB |224PP | SOCIAL SCIENCE

APRIL 2023 | ISBN 9781800752801 | £20 | ROYAL HB | 304PP | NON-FICTION

In Feminism Against Progress, Mary Harrington argues that the industrial-era faith in progress
is turning against all but a tiny elite of women. Women’s liberation was less the result of human
moral progress than an effect of the material consequences of the Industrial Revolution. We’ve
now left the industrial era for the age of AI, biotech and all-pervasive computing. As a result,
technology is liberating us from natural limits and embodied sex differences. Although this shift
benefits a small class of successful professional women, it also makes it easier to commodify
women’s bodies, human intimacy and female reproductive abilities.

Despite being more popular than ever, women’s sport is in danger. Modern gender ideology,
which denies fundamental differences in human biology, is undermining the integrity of
women’s sport.
Sharron Davies has been here before. She missed out on Olympic Gold because of blatant
doping among East German athletes in the 1980s. Female athletes are now once again facing
an unfair playing field: biological males are being allowed to compete directly against women
under the guise of trans ‘self-ID’. This time, the cheating is officially condoned. This callous
indifference towards women in sport, argue Sharron and journalist Craig Lord, is merely the
latest stage in a long history of official sexism.

This is a stark warning against a dystopian future whereby poor women become little more
than convenient sources of body parts to be harvested and wombs to be rented by the rich.
Progress has now stopped benefiting the majority of women, and only a feminism that is
sceptical of it can truly defend female interests in the 21st century.

Unlike in the past, however, this time female resistance is too strong to ignore. Davies and Lord
show how the tide may be turning, and outline how women can win the fight for their rights.

Mary Harrington is a writer whose work has appeared in The Times, The
Spectator, the New Statesman, the Daily Mail, and First Things, among
others. She is a Contributing Editor at UnHerd.

Sharron Davies MBE is a legendary British Olympian, the UK’s top female
swimmer throughout the 80s. In 1980, she won Olympic Silver (losing out
only to a drugs cheat). She has since become a leading BBC sports pundit.
Craig Lord is an award-winning swimming and Olympic correspondent,
who’s been writing for The Times for three decades.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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BLACK SUCCESS

THE PARADOX OF
DEBT

The Surprising Truth

Dr Tony Sewell

Understanding Debt, Money, and the Net
Worth of Nations

A bold vision for encouraging black
success in 21st century Britain

Richard Vague
A giant of US business and economics
shows how private debt creates growth
– but can also destroy it without careful
management

MAY 2023 | ISBN 9781800752269 | £20 | ROYAL HB |304PP | SOCIAL SCIENCE

JUNE 2023 | ISBN 9781800752184 | £20 | ROYAL HB |304PP | ECONOMICS

How did the Windrush generation become so prosperous? Why are Nigerians achieving
so highly in the education system? Why does Hollywood rush to cast black British actors?
And what lessons are there from these success stories for young black people in low-income
communities?

When we talk about debt and its impact on our economy, we usually mean ‘government debt’.
However, this is only a small part of the picture: individuals, private firms and households owe
trillions, and these private debts are vital to understanding the economy.
Richard Vague’s holistic analysis shows that the real factor that drives both financial crises and
spiralling inequality – but also economic growth – is ever-rising private debt. The paradox
is that while debt is essential and our economy relies on it, it also brings instability unless it is
periodically deleveraged – and that is very hard to do. Vague shows how it can, however,
be carefully managed, in policy areas ranging from trade and housing to financial policy and
student debt.

Truthful, provocative, and often surprising, Tony Sewell weaves together memoir and polemic
to explore the drivers of black success in the UK. Drawing on real-life experiences, he traces
these successes back to their source: family, education, hard work, discipline and the property
market. He argues in favour of rejecting victimhood and embracing high ambitions, offering a
more exciting, sometimes visionary new view of black life in Britain today.
This book is the perfect riposte to the storm of criticism that met the Sewell Report on racial
disparities. It is essential reading not only for Black Britons who are tired of being denied
agency, but also for anyone who wants a balanced perspective on race in Britain.

Underpinned by pioneering data analysis and the author’s lifetime of financial experience, noone who wants to understand the dynamics of the world economy can afford to miss this book.

Dr Tony Sewell was recently chair of the UK government’s Commission
on Race and Ethnic Disparities, the recommendations of which are now
the foundations of the government’s policy on tackling racial inequalities.
He is a former teacher and lecturer and is the founder of the charity
‘Generating Genius’.

Richard Vague is is a businessman, investor and author. He is Secretary
of Banking and Securities for the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania. His
previous books include The Case for a Debt Jubilee and A Brief History of
Doom: Two Hundred Years of Financial Crises

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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New in Paperback

REOPENING MUSLIM
MINDS
A Return to Reason, Freedom, and Tolerance

Mustafa Akyol
‘Brilliant and inspiring … well worth
reading by everyone’ Malise Ruthven,
FINANCIAL TIMES

PAPERBACKS

FEBRUARY 2023 | ISBN 9781800751736 | £12.99 | B FORMAT PB | 336PP | RELIGION

In Reopening Muslim Minds, Mustafa Akyol, senior fellow at the Cato Institute and opinion
writer for the New York Times, both diagnoses ‘the crisis of Islam’ in the modern world, and
offers a way forward. Diving deeply into Islamic theology, and also sharing lessons from his
own life story, he reveals how Muslims lost the universalism that made them a great civilization
in their earlier centuries.
Akyol especially demonstrates how values often associated with Western Enlightenment –
freedom, reason, tolerance, and an appreciation of science – had Islamic counterparts, which
sadly were cast aside in favor of more dogmatic views, often for political ends. While frankly
acknowledging the problems in the world of Islam today, he offers a clear and hopeful vision
for its future.

Mustafa Akyol has been a regular contributing opinion writer for the
New York Times since 2013, covering matters of Islam in the modern
world, and was picked in 2021 as one of Prospect’s top ten thinkers. His
book Islam without Extremes was longlisted for the 2012 Lionel Gelber
Prize literary prize, while being banned in Malaysia for challenging the
‘religion police.’

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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CONSERVATISM

Swift Contacts

A Rediscovery

Email: info@swiftpress.com
Twitter: @_SwiftPress
Instagram: @_SwiftPress
Facebook: @SwiftPressBooks
Website: www.swiftpress.com

Yoram Hazony
‘The book we have long been waiting
for’ ROD DREHER, AUTHOR OF LIVE NOT BY LIES

Forum

AND THE BENEDICT OPTION

Email: george.owers@forumpress.co.uk
Twitter: @_ForumPress
Facebook: @ForumPressUK
Website: www.forumpress.co.uk

MAY 2023 | ISBN 9781800752351 | £12.99 |B FORMAT PB |480PP | POLITICAL SCIENCE

The idea that conservatism amounts to little more than being in favour of free markets and a
small state – widely held for decades – is seriously mistaken.

Rights
Emily Randle on emily@randleeditorial.co.uk

Award-winning political theorist Yoram Hazony argues that the best hope for Western
democracy is a return to a traditional Anglo-American conservatism rooted in empiricism, faith
and the nation. He shows how this tradition emerged in England in the thought of men like
Richard Hooker, John Selden and Edmund Burke, and later inspired American figures ranging
from the Federalists to Lincoln. He analyses how this tradition was corrupted and subverted
from the 1960s onwards by the right’s misconceived embrace of ‘fusionism’ and liberalism,
and how it can be revived today to respond to an era of progressive hegemony.

Distribution
Grantham Book Services (GBS)
Trent Road
Grantham, Lincolnshire
NG31 7XQ
UK and Eire Sales
Tel: +44 (0)1476 541080
Fax: +44 (0)1476 541068
Email: orders@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

Yoram Hazony, an award-winning political theorist, is the chairman of the
Edmund Burke Foundation in Washington and the president of the Herzl
Institute in Jerusalem. His previous book, The Virtue of Nationalism, has
been translated into half a dozen languages. Hazony lives in Jerusalem
with his wife and children.

Export Sales
Tel: +44 (0)1476 541082
Fax: +44 (0)1476 541068
Email: export@gbs.tbs-ltd.co.uk

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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