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Equal parts biography, musicology, and cultural history, Dilla Time chronicles the life and 
legacy of J Dilla, a musical genius who transformed the sound of popular music for the twenty-
first century.

In Dilla Time, Dan Charnas chronicles the life of James DeWitt Yancey, from his gifted Detroit 
childhood to his rise as a sought-after hip-hop producer to the rare blood disease that caused 
his premature death. He follows the people who kept Dilla and his ideas alive. And he rewinds 
the histories of American rhythms: from the birth of Motown soul to funk, techno, and disco. 
Here, music is a story of what happens when human and machine times are synthesized into 
something new.

Dan Charnas is the author of the definitive history of the hip-hop 
business,The Big Payback. He’s also the author of Work Clean, a book 
detailing applying chefs’ techniques to almost any life situation. He was 
the co-creator and executive producer of the VH1 movie and TV series, 
The Breaks. He lives in Manhattan, and is an associate professor at NYU/
Tisch’s Clive Davis Institute of Recorded Music.

The Life and Afterlife of J Dilla, the Hip-Hop 
Producer Who Reinvented Rhythm

Dan Charnas

APRIL 2022 | ISBN 9781800751743 | £20 | ROYAL HB | 480PP | BIOGRAPHY

‘This book is a must for everyone 
interested in illuminating the idea of 
unexplainable genius’ QUESTLOVE

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)

DILLA TIME THE BEAUTY QUEEN 
OF JERUSALEM
Sarit Yishai-Levi

MAY 2022 | ISBN 9781800750197 | £8.99 | B FORMAT PB | 384PP | HISTORICAL FICTION

Gabriela’s mother Luna is the most beautiful woman in all of Jerusalem, though her famed 
beauty and charm seem to be reserved for everyone but her daughter. Ever since Gabriela 
can remember, she and Luna have struggled to connect. But when tragedy strikes, Gabriela 
senses there’s more to her mother than painted nails and lips.

Spanning decades, The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem follows generations of unforgettable 
women as they forge their own paths through times of dramatic change, and paints a dazzling 
portrait of a family and a young nation as they struggle to find their way even as others try to 
carve it out for them.

Sarit Yishai-Levi is a renowned journalist, notable for being the first Israeli 
to interview Yasser Arafat. She is the author of four non-fiction books and 
her debut novel, The Beauty Queen of Jerusalem, was a #1 bestseller 
and won the Publishers Association’s Gold and Platinum Prizes and the 
Steimatzky Prize for bestselling book of the year in Israel. She lives in Tel 
Aviv.

Coming soon to Netflix

‘Compelling and satisfying’ B.A. SHAPIRO

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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In this riveting and immersive novel, bestselling author Thrity Umrigar tells the story of two 
couples and the sometimes dangerous and heartbreaking challenges of love across a cultural 
divide.

Indian American journalist Smita has returned to India to cover a story, but reluctantly: long 
ago she and her family left the country with no intention of ever coming back. As she follows 
the case of Meena – a Hindu woman attacked by members of her own village and her own 
family for marrying a Muslim man – Smita comes face to face with a society where tradition 
carries more weight than one’s own heart, and a story that threatens to unearth the painful 
secrets of Smita’s own past. 

Thrity Umrigar is the bestselling author of The Space Between Us, which 
was a finalist for the PEN/Beyond Margins Award, as well as six other 
novels, a memoir, and three picture books. Her books have been translated 
into several languages and published in over fifteen countries. She is the 
winner of a Lambda Literary Award and the Seth Rosenberg Prize, and is a 
Distinguished Professor of English at Case Western Reserve University.

HONOR
Thrity Umrigar

JUNE 2022 | ISBN 9781800751606 | £14.99 | DEMY HB | 336PP | FICTION

A Reese’s Book Club Pick

‘A powerful, important, unforgettable 
book’ CHERYL STRAYED

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

7 RULES OF POWER

Jeffrey Pfeffer

JUNE 2022 | ISBN 9781800751262 | £14.99 | ROYAL TPB| 240PP | BUSINESS

If you want to ‘change lives, change organisations, change the world,’ the Stanford 
business school’s motto, you need power.

Is power the last dirty secret or the secret to success? Both. While power carries some negative 
connotations, it is a tool that can be used for good or evil. Don’t blame the tool for how some 
people use it.
 
If fully understood and harnessed effectively, power skills and understanding become the 
keys to increasing salaries, job satisfaction, career advancement, organisational change and 
happiness. Rooted firmly in social science research, Pfeffer’s seven rules provide a manual for 
increasing your ability to get things done. 

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)

Jeffrey Pfeffer is the Thomas D. Dee II Professor of Organizational 
Behavior at the Graduate School of Business, Stanford University, where 
he has taught since 1979. His books include Power and Leadership BS, 
shortlisted for the 2015 Financial Times Business Book of the Year.

Surprising – But True – Advice on How to Get 
Things Done and Advance Your Career

‘The leading thinker on the topic 
of power’ JIM COLLINS, AUTHOR OF 
GOOD TO GREAT
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Jenny Blake

JULY 2022 | ISBN 9781800751453 | £14.99 | TPB | 336PP | BUSINESS

Your time is far more precious than money. It is your presence, your memories, your quality of 
life. As a business owner, you are already paying a risk and pressure tax. For many, growth 
fuelled by added stress is not worth the trade-off. You have an urge to simplify and streamline.

Free Time is not about working as little as possible. Nor is it about creating a lifestyle business 
purely for one’s own gain. It is about creating a life-giving business energizing every single 
person who is a part of it, from the owner to team members, to clients and community. Free 
Time is a playbook to free your mind, time, and team for your best work. 

Jenny Blake helps forward thinking organizations and individuals map 
what’s next. She is an international keynote speaker and author of Pivot: 
The Only Move That Matters is Your Next One, winner of the Axiom Best 
Business Books award in the careers category.

Jenny hosts two podcasts with over one million downloads combined: 
Free Time for heart-based business owners, and Pivot with Jenny Blake for 
navigating change.

‘This book is a revelation’  
 
OLIVER BURKEMAN

FREE TIME

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)

Lose the Busywork, Love Your Business

Damilare Kuku

JULY 2022 | ISBN 9781800751910 | £12.99 | DEMY TPB | 256PP | FICTION

Nearly All the Men in Lagos Are Mad is a collection of twelve short stories featuring 
characters with unique voices and stories that represent the diverse class, gender and ethnic 
melting pot that is Lagos.

There’s a story of a young lady who tries to find her oyibo soulmate on the streets of Lagos; 
another of a pastor’s wife who defends her husband from an allegation of adultery; a wife 
takes a knife to her husband’s penis and a night of lust between a rising musician and his 
Instagram baddie takes an unexpected turn.

Nearly All the Men in Lagos Are Mad underscores with wit, humour, wisdom and sensitivity, 
the perils of trying to find lasting love and companionship in Africa’s most notorious city.

Damilare Kuku has worked as a radio presenter, scriptwriter, film producer, 
actor and director. Nearly All the Men in Lagos Are Mad is her first book.

‘Witty and utterly enjoyable! At the 
heart of every story is a juicy scandal 
waiting to unfold. This is definitely the 
best of Lagos situationships in three 
hundred pages’ SALLY KENNETH DADZIE, 
BESTSELLING AUTHOR OF STRANGER IN LAGOS

NEARLY ALL THE MEN 
IN LAGOS ARE MAD

Publicity contact: Lisa Shakespeare (lisashakespearepr@btinternet.com)
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Richard Reeves

SEPTEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800750548 | £20 | ROYAL HB | 352PP | SOCIAL SCIENCE

Of Boys and Men shows how the basic social structures defining masculine maturity and 
success have been shattered, and how they can — and must — be reinvented. The book draws 
on a careful analysis of social, economic and demographic trends; the latest thinking on 
gender in psychology, public policy, economics and sociology; as well as on interviews with 
men and women, girls and boys. In particular, it examines the worrying signs that males are 
less responsive to social programs and policies intended to promote economic mobility.

Of Boys and Men reveals to a general readership for the first time the shocking failure of many 
social programs to help men, even as they lift up women. Something close to a conspiracy of 
silence in the social sciences has kept this a secret. It ends with an urgent manifesto for a new 
model of masculinity that is both pro-male and pro-equality: for parents, for women, for law-
makers — and for men themselves.

Richard Reeves is Senior Fellow in Economic Studies at the Brookings 
Institution, in Washington D.C.. A transplanted Brit, his former roles include 
Director of Strategy to the Deputy Prime Minister, and director of the think-
tank Demos. In 2017, Politico magazine named Richard one of the top 50 
thinkers in the U.S. for his work on class and inequality. His most recent 
book, Dream Hoarders, was a ‘Book of the Year’ in The Economist and the 
Observer, and he is also the author of John Stuart Mill: Victorian Firebrand, 
which was shortlisted for the James Tait Black Prize.

A groundbreaking analysis of how 
the social and economic world of men 
has been turned upside down, why 
this should concern us, and what to do 
about it and how we should react

OF BOYS AND MEN
Why modern men are struggling, why this 
matters, and what to do about it

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Principled Strategies for Surviving and Defeating 
Critical Social Justice Ideology – at Work, in 
Schools, and Beyond

Helen Pluckrose

SEPTEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800751088 | £14.99 | DEMY TPB | 288PP | NON-FICTION

Over the last several years, organisations and institutions throughout the West have adopted 
comprehensive diversity and inclusion policies, and new forms of employee and student 
training on antiracism, unconscious bias, gender diversity, cultural sensitivity and other related 
topics. The stated goals of these programmes are often reasonable if not noble – to create a 
more welcoming space and inclusive environment for all. But such training, when based on the 
activist ideology known as Critical Social Justice, crosses a clear line when participants are 
required to affirm beliefs they do not hold. 

The Counterweight Handbook provides individuals with a practical guide to understanding 
and addressing the issues that are likely to arise when this activist ideology is implemented in 
their organisation or institution. It is for everyone who wishes to push back against the hostile 
work and educational environments such training inevitably creates – or who fears being fired, 
censored or cancelled for their deeply held beliefs or principled convictions.

Helen Pluckrose is a liberal political and cultural writer and speaker. She 
is the co-founder of Counterweight, and the co-author of Cynical Theories, 
which was an international bestseller and a Book of the Year in The Times, 
the Sunday Times and the Financial Times. Helen lives in Essex.

THE 
COUNTERWEIGHT 
HANDBOOK

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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Kate Clanchy

SEPTEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800751828 | £14.99 | ROYAL PB | 256PP | POETRY

Kate’s big secret is a simple one: to share other poems. She believes poetry is like singing 
or dancing and the best way to learn is to follow someone else. In How to Grow Your Own 
Poem, Kate shares the poems she has found provoke the richest responses, the exercises that 
help to shape those responses into new poems, and the advice that most often helps new 
writers build their own writing practice.

If you have never written a poem before, this book will get you started. If you have written 
poems before, this book will help you to write more fluently and confidently, more as yourself. 
This book not like other creative writing books. It doesn’t ask you to set out on your own, but to 
join in. Your invitation is inside.

Kate Clanchy is a writer, teacher and journalist. Her short story ‘The 
Not-Dead and the Saved’ won both the 2009 BBC National Short Story 
Award and the VS Pritchett Memorial Prize. Her novel Meeting the English 
was shortlisted for the Costa Book Award. Her BBC 3 radio programme 
about her work with students was shortlisted for the Ted Hughes prize. 
In 2018 she was awarded an MBE for services to literature, and an 
anthology of her students’ work, England: Poems from a School, was 
published to great acclaim. In 2019 she published Some Kids I Taught and 
What They Taught Me, which won the Orwell Prize for Political Writing.

‘This determinedly unintimidating 
manual should prove valuable to 
teachers and aspirant poets’  
SUNDAY TIMES

HOW TO GROW 
YOUR OWN POEM

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

SEPTEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800751972 | £20 | ROYAL HB | 304PP | SOCIAL SCIENCE

Warehouse workers pack boxes while a virtual dragon races across their screen. If they beat 
their colleagues, they get an award. If not, they can be fired. Uber presents exhausted drivers 
with challenges to keep them driving. China scores its citizens so they behave well, and games 
with in-app purchases use achievements to empty your wallet.

Points, badges and leaderboards are creeping into every aspect of modern life. In You’ve 
Been Played, game designer Adrian Hon delivers a blistering takedown of how corporations, 
schools and governments use games and gamification as tools for profit and coercion. These 
are games that we often have no choice but to play, where losing has heavy penalties. You’ve 
Been Played is a scathing indictment of a tech-driven world that wants to convince us that 
misery is fun, and a call to arms for anyone who hopes to preserve their dignity and autonomy.

Adrian Hon is the CEO and Founder of independent games developer 
Six to Start. He is the co-creator of Zombies, Run, an immersive running 
game which has had 5 million downloads in the United States alone. 
Adrian previously studied neuroscience at the University of Cambridge, the 
University of Oxford, and the University of California at San Diego. He is 
the author of A History of the Future in 100 Objects and has written about 
technology for the Daily Telegraph. He lives in Edinburgh, UK.

How Corporations. Governments, and Schools 
Use Games to Control Us All

Adrian Hon

YOU’VE BEEN PLAYED
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Scott Turow

SEPTEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800751682 | £20 | ROYAL HB | 464PP | CRIME

For as long as Lucia Gomez has been the police chief in the city of Highland Isle, near Kindle 
County, she has known that any woman in law enforcement must walk a precarious line 
between authority and camaraderie to gain respect. She has maintained a spotless reputation 
– until now. Three male police officers have accused her of soliciting sex in exchange for 
promotions to higher ranks. With few people left who she can trust, Chief Gomez turns to an 
old friend, Rik Dudek, to act as her attorney in the federal grand jury investigation.

Clarice ‘Pinky’ Granum is a licensed P.I. working for Rik. Guided by her gut instinct and razor-
sharp investigative skills, Pinky dives headfirst into a twisted scandal that will draw her into 
the deepest recesses of the city’s criminal networks, as well as the human mind. But she will 
need every scrap of tenacity and courage to unravel the dark secrets those closest to her are 
determined to keep hidden.

Scott Turow is the author of many bestselling works of fiction, including 
The Last Trial, Testimony, Identical, Innocent, Presumed Innocent, and The 
Burden of Proof, and two nonfiction books, including One L, about his 
experience as a law student. His books have been translated into more 
than forty languages, sold more than thirty million copies worldwide, and 
have been adapted into movies and television series. He has frequently 
contributed essays and op-ed pieces to publications such as the New York 
Times, Washington Post, Vanity Fair, the New Yorker and the Atlantic. 

SUSPECT

‘Scott Turow set the gold standard 
for the modern legal thriller’  
WALL STREET JOURNAL

Publicity contact: Lisa Shakespeare (lisashakespearepr@btinternet.com)

OCTOBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800751798 | £12.99 | DEMY HB | 304PP | RELIGION

Pai’s spirited, one-of-a-kind retelling of the epic conversation between Pandava prince 
Arjuna and his mentor and friend Krishna is the best introduction to the Bhagavad Gita. Lucid, 
thought-provoking and brimming with fun trivia, this book will stay with you long after you 
have turned the last page.

Roopa Pai is a computer engineer who always knew she was going 
to write for children. She is the author of Taranauts, India’s first fantasy 
adventure series for children, and has several other published books to her 
credit, including The Vedas And Upanishads For Children. To make a living, 
she brings together three other loves – history, working with young people 
and her home town Bangalore – in her day job as a guide with Bangalore 
Walks, a history and heritage walks and tours company.

‘Delightfully written ... will trigger 
interest in readers of every age’ 
BIBEK DEBROY

THE GITA: FOR 
CHILDREN

Roopa Pai

Publicity contact: Martha Halford-Fumagalli (martha@mh-pr.co.uk)
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AN EVERLASTING 
MEAL

Tamar Adler

OCTOBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800751613 | £14.99 | DEMY HB| 288PP | FOOD & DRINK

Through the insightful essays in An Everlasting Meal, Tamar Adler issues a rallying cry to home 
cooks.

In chapters about boiling water, cooking eggs and beans, and summoning respectable 
meals from empty cupboards, Tamar weaves philosophy and instruction into approachable 
lessons on instinctive cooking. Tamar shows how to make the most of everything you buy, 
demonstrating what the world’s great chefs know: that great meals rely on the bones and peels 
and ends of meals before them.

Tamar Adler is a contributing editor to Vogue. Her writing has appeared 
in the New York Times Magazine, the New York Times Book Review, the 
NewYorker.com, and other publications. Adler has won a James Beard 
Award and an IACP Award, and is the author of An Everlasting Meal and 
Something Old, Something New. She lives in Hudson, New York.

Cooking with Economy and Grace

‘Tamar Adler has written the best 
book on ‘cooking with economy 
and grace’ that I have read since 
MFK Fisher’ MICHAEL POLLAN

OCTOBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800752009 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB | 208PP | TRUE CRIME

On July 17, 1971, Egil ‘Bud’ Krogh was summoned to a closed-door meeting by his mentor – 
and key confidant of the president – John Ehrlichman. Krogh was shocked when Ehrlichman 
handed him a file and the responsibility for the Special Investigations Unit, or SIU, later to 
be notoriously known as ‘The Plumbers.’ Driven by blind loyalty, diligence, and dedication, 
Krogh, along with his co-director, David Young, set out to handle the job. Krogh had no idea 
that his decisions would soon lead to one of the most famous conspiracies in presidential 
history, and the demise of the Nixon administration.

The White House Plumbers is Krogh’s account of what really happened behind the closed 
doors of the Nixon White House, how a good man can make bad decisions, and the 
redemptive power of integrity. Including the story of how Krogh served time and later rebuilt 
his life, The White House Plumbers is gripping, thoughtful, and a cautionary tale of placing 
loyalty over principle.

Egil ‘Bud’ Krogh (1939-2020) made headlines as a Nixon Administration 
official who went to prison for his role in what would lead to the Watergate 
scandal. He was Senior Fellow on Ethics and Leadership at the Center for 
the Study of the Presidency and Congress, and Counselor to the Director at 
the School for Ethics and Global Leadership in Washington, D.C.

Matthew Krogh is a professional change maker focused on issues of 
climate change, fossil fuels, and policy. He has spent his career in nonprofit 
activism at various organizations, and has worked as a freelance writer, 
ranger, and geographic analyst. 

SOON TO BE A FIVE-PART HBO 
SERIES, STARRING WOODY 
HARRELSON AND JUSTIN THEROUX

THE WHITE HOUSE 
PLUMBERS

Egil ‘Bud’ Krogh and Matthew Krogh

The Seven Weeks That Led to Watergate and 
Doomed Nixon’s Presidency
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Sofia Slater

NOVEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800750470 | £12.99 | B FORMAT HB | 288PP | CRIME

Millie Partridge desperately needs a party. So, when her (handsome and charming) ex-
colleague Nick invites her to a Hebridean Island for New Year’s Eve, she books her ticket 
north.

But things go wrong the moment the ferry drops her off. The stately home is more down at heel 
than Downton Abbey. Nick hasn’t arrived yet. And the other revellers? Politely, they aren’t 
exactly who she would have pictured Nick would be friends with.

Waking up on New Year’s Eve, a guest is missing. A tragic accident? Or something more 
sinister? With a storm washing in from the Atlantic, nobody will be able to reach the group 
before they find out.

One thing is for sure – they’re going to see in the new year with a bang.

Sofia Slater was raised in the American West, and lived in France, 
Scotland and Oxford before settling in London. She holds degrees in 
philosophy and languages from Smith College and UCL. As well as writing 
fiction, she translates from French and Spanish. Auld Acquaintance is her 
debut novel.

Tense, moody and claustrophobic, Auld 
Acquaintance is the unputdownable 
debut by Sofia Slater

AULD 
ACQUAINTANCE

Sonal Kohli

NOVEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800751316| £12.99 | DEMY HB | 208PP | LITERARY

Set largely in Delhi between 1980 and 2010, the nine interlinked stories in The House Next 
to the Factory follow Kavya and her post-Partition immigrant family, with their servants, tutors, 
cousins and lovers, and their loneliness, aspirations and small-scale ambitions.

Life in the house is humdrum and confining, but on a rare evening Kavya sets out in search of 
a nun; a beloved teacher is caught in the aftermath of the anti-Sikh riots; in England, an aunt 
reads William Trevor and pines for all that she has left behind; the family’s steel utensil business 
blossoms, and amid the clanging of metal and the churning of machines, the household 
transitions from bourgeois to elite. Yet at thirty, Kavya finds herself in Paris, hoping to get past 
the sorrows of her young life...

This extraordinary debut lays bare the complexities of class and culture, even as it evokes loves 
and triumphs, the pull of incongruous desires and the tragedies of everyday life.

Sonal Kohli grew up in Delhi and now lives in Washington, D.C. She 
has an MA in Creative Writing from UEA, and a BA in Economics from 
Shri Ram College of Commerce, Delhi University. Her stories have been 
shortlisted for the Bristol Short Story Prize and the Fish Short Story Prize. The 
House Next to the Factory is her first book.

‘What links Sonal Kohli’s beautiful, 
perspicacious stories is an aspirational 
India informed by historical and 
economic change’ AMIT CHAUDHURI

THE HOUSE NEXT TO 
THE FACTORY

Publicity contact: Lisa Shakespeare (lisashakespearepr@btinternet.com)
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THE AGE OF 
RESILIENCE

Jeremy Rifkin

NOVEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800751941 | £20 | ROYAL HB| 336PP | SOCIAL SCIENCES

Humans have long believed we could force the natural world to adapt to us; only now are 
we beginning to face the fact that it is we who will have to adapt to survive and thrive in an 
unpredictable natural world. A massive transformation of our economy (and with it the way we 
live our lives) has already begun. In The Age of Resilience, Jeremy Rifkin describes this great 
transformation and its profound effect on the way we think about the meaning of our existence, 
our economy, and how we govern ourselves as the earth rewilds around us.

With The Age of Resilience, Jeremy Rifkin – a world-renowned expert and global 
governmental advisor on the impact of technological changes on human life and the 
environment – has written the defining work on the impact of climate change on the way 
humans organize their lives.

Jeremy Rifkin is one of the most popular social thinkers of our time, and is 
the bestselling author of twenty books including The Zero Marginal Cost 
Society and The Third Industrial Revolution. His books have been translated 
into more than 35 languages. Rifkin is an advisor to the European Union, 
the People’s Republic of China, and heads of state around the world. 
He has taught at the Wharton School’s Executive Education Program 
at the University of Pennsylvania since 1995, and is the president of the 
Foundation on Economic Trends in Washington, DC.

Reimagining Existence on a Rewilding Earth

‘The creative thinking of Jeremy 
Rifkin has been inspiring policy 
makers and citizens alike’ JOSÉ 
MANUEL BARROSO, FORMER PRESIDENT 
OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

PAPERBACKS
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New in Paperback

Kate Clanchy is a writer, teacher and journalist. Her poetry collection 
Slattern won a Forward Prize. Her short story ‘The Not-Dead and the 
Saved’ won both the 2009 BBC National Short Story Award and the VS 
Pritchett Memorial Prize. Her novel Meeting the English was shortlisted 
for the Costa First Novel Award. Her BBC 3 radio programme about her 
work with students was shortlisted for the Ted Hughes prize. In 2018 she 
was awarded an MBE for services to literature, and an anthology of her 
students’ work, England: Poems from a School, was published to great 
acclaim.

Kate Clanchy

APRIL 2022 | ISBN 9781800751675 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB| 304PP | EDUCATION

With a new afterword. Winner of the Orwell Prize for Political Writing 2020

Kate Clanchy wants to change the world and thinks school is an excellent place to do it. She 
invites you to meet some of the kids she has taught in her thirty-year career. Join her as she 
explains everything about sex to a classroom of thirteen-year-olds. As she works in the school 
‘Inclusion Unit’, trying to improve the fortunes of kids excluded from regular lessons because 
of their terrifying power to end learning in an instant. Or as she nurtures her multicultural 
poetry group, full of migrants and refugees, watches them find their voice and produce work 
of heartbreaking brilliance. While Clanchy doesn’t deny stinging humiliations or hide painful 
accidents, she celebrates this most creative, passionate and practically useful of jobs. Teaching 
today is all too often demeaned, diminished and drastically under-resourced. Some Kids I 
Taught and What They Taught Me will show you why it shouldn’t be.

‘The best book on teachers and children 
and writing that I’ve ever read. No-
one has said better so much of what so 
badly needs saying’ PHILIP PULLMAN

SOME KIDS I 
TAUGHT AND WHAT 
THEY TAUGHT ME

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk) Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)

Mimetic Desire: How to avoid 
chasing things you don’t truly want

Luke Burgis

JUNE 2022 | ISBN 9781800750647 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB| 304PP | NON-FICTION

Luke Burgis has founded and led multiple companies. He’s currently 
entrepreneur-in-residence and director of programs at the Ciocca Center 
for Principled Entrepreneurship at the Catholic University of America, where 
he also teaches business and develops new education initiatives. He’s the 
founder and director of Fourth Wall Ventures, an incubator for people and 
companies that contribute to the formation of a healthy human ecology. He 
graduated from NYU Stern School of Business and later from a pontifical 
university in Rome, where he studied theology. He lives in Washington, 
D.C., with his wife, Claire.

‘A spellbinding read’ ADAM GRANT

‘Powerful explanations for why we 
want things, and why society seems to 
be going haywire in our increasingly 
connected world’ JONATHAN HAIDT

WANTING

A groundbreaking exploration of why we want what we want, and a toolkit for freeing 
ourselves from chasing unfulfilling desires. 

Human desire is mimetic – we imitate what other people want. This affects the way we choose 
partners, friends, careers, clothes and holiday destinations. Mimetic desire is responsible for 
the formation of our very identities. It explains the enduring relevancy of Shakespeare’s plays, 
why Peter Thiel decided to be the first investor in Facebook, and why our world is growing 
more divided as it becomes more connected.

Drawing on his experience as an entrepreneur, teacher, and student of classical philosophy 
and theology, Burgis shares tactics that help turn blind wanting into intentional wanting – to be 
more in control of the things we want, and to find more meaning in our work and lives.

New in Paperback
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New in Paperback

WOKE, INC.

Vivek Ramaswamy

JULY 2022 | ISBN 9781800750937 | £10.99 | B FORMAT PB| 368PP | SOCIETY & CULTURE

The modern woke-industrial complex divides us as a people. By mixing morality with 
consumerism, corporate elites prey on our innermost insecurities about who we really are. They 
sell us cheap social causes and skin-deep identities to satisfy our hunger for a cause and our 
search for meaning, at a moment when we lack both.

Vivek Ramaswamy makes the case that politics has no place in business, and sets out a new 
vision for the future of capitalism. 

Vivek Ramaswamy founded Roivant Sciences, a biopharmaceutical 
company, in 2014, after a career as a successful biotech investor. A 
35-year-old first-generation American, he is a graduate of Harvard 
College and Yale Law School. He is an Ohio native and lives with his 
wife and son. Vivek Ramaswamy serves on the board of directors of 
the Philanthropy Roundtable and the Foundation for Research on Equal 
Opportunity.

Inside the Social Justice Scam

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

A Sunday Times Book of the Year

‘Woke, Inc. is a reminder of the power 
of overcoming group think, centred 
around identity labels, and facing 
challenges with a more equanimous 
mindset’ FINANCIAL TIMES

New in Paperback

SEESAW

TIMOTHY OGENE

JULY 2022 | ISBN 9781800750180 | £8.99 | B FORMAT PB| 256PP | FICTION

A ‘recovering writer’ ‒ his first novel having been littered with typos and selling only fifty 
copies ‒ Frank Jasper is plucked from obscurity in Port Jumbo in Nigeria to attend the 
prestigious William Blake Program for Emerging Writers in Boston.

Once there, however, it becomes painfully clear that he and the other Fellows are expected 
to meet certain obligations as representatives of their ‘cultures’; eventually expelled from the 
fellowship for ‘non-performance’ and ‘non-participation,’ Frank sets off on trip to visit his 
father’s college friend in Nebraska.

Seesaw is an energetic comedy of cultural dislocation – and in its humour, intelligence and 
piety-pricking, it is a refreshing and hugely enjoyable act of literary rebellion.

Timothy Ogene was raised in the outskirts of Port Harcourt in southern 
Nigeria. He has since lived in Liberia, the UK and the US, where he is a 
Lecturer in African literary and cultural studies at Harvard. Seesaw is his 
second novel.

‘A brilliantly meta satire about literary 
culture, race, class, not writing’ 
 
WHITE REVIEW BOOKS OF THE YEAR

Publicity contact: Emma Dowson (EDowson@edpr.co.uk)
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New in Paperback

Robert Edric

‘A small masterpiece’ THE SPECTATOR

‘A little gem’ SUNDAY TIMES

SEPTEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800750838 | £9.99 | B FORMAT PB | 272PP | MEMOIR

My Own Worst Enemy is a wry and moving memoir of a working-class childhood in 1960s 
Sheffield, and the relationship between a touchy, overbearing bully of a father and a son 
whose acceptance to grammar school puts him on another track entirely.

With a novelist’s eye, Robert Edric vividly depicts a now-vanished era: of working-men’s clubs; 
of tight-knit communities in factory towns; and of a time when a woman’s place was in the 
home. And he brings to colourful life his family, both close and extended – though over all of it 
hovers the barely-suppressed frustration and anger of his own father.

My Own Worst Enemy is both a brilliantly specific portrait of a particular time and place – the 
Sheffield of half a century ago – and a universal story of childhood and family, and the ways 
they can go right or wrong.

Robert Edric was born in 1956. His novels include Winter Garden 
(James Tait Black Prize winner, 1986), A New Ice Age (Guardian Prize 
Runner-up, 1986), The Book Of The Heathen (WH Smith Literary Award, 
2000), Peacetime and Gathering the Water (both longlisted for the 
Booker Prize) and In Zodiac Light, shortlisted for the 2010 International 
IMPAC award. He lives in Yorkshire.

Scenes of a Childhood

MY OWN WORST 
ENEMY

Publicity contact: Christian Lewis (ChristianLewisPR@outlook.com)

New in Paperback

We are living through the most prosperous age in all of human history, yet people are more 
listless, divided and miserable than ever. Wealth and comfort are unparalleled, and yet our 
political landscape grows ever more toxic, and rates of suicide, loneliness and chronic illness 
continue to skyrocket. How do we explain the gap between these two truths? What’s more, 
what can we do to close it?
 
For evolutionary biologists Heather Heying and Bret Weinstein, the cause of our woes is clear: 
the modern world is out of sync with our ancient brains and bodies. The cognitive dissonance 
created by trying to live in a society we’re not built for is killing us.
 
In this book, Heying and Weinstein cut through the noise surrounding issues like sex, gender, 
diet, parenting, sleep, education and much else besides to outline a science-based worldview 
that will empower you to live a better, wiser life.

Heather Heying and Bret Weinstein are James Madison Program 
Visiting Fellows at Princeton University. They have PHDs in Biology from 
the University of Michigan and taught evolutionary biology for 15 years 
at Evergreen State College, Washington. Together they co-host the Dark 
Horse podcast, which has over a quarter of a million subscribers and is 
ranked in the top ten most popular science podcasts on YouTube.

A HUNTER-GATHERER’S 
GUIDE TO THE  
21st CENTURY
Evolution and the Challenges of Modern Life

Heather Heying and Bret Weinstein

SEPTEMBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800750944 | £10.99| B FORMAT PB | 320PP | POP SCIENCE

‘Guides readers through the most 
pressing puzzles of our time … razor 
sharp and fun to read’JONATHAN HAIDT

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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New in Paperback

1870s, the Black Country.

Michael is a miner. But it’s no life for a man.

Michael exhausts himself working two jobs, to send his son Luke to school, so he won’t have to 
be a miner too.

Down the pit one day, he finds a seam of gold. If he gets it out, he can save his own life, and 
Luke’s.

But his workmate has other ideas…

Gripping, powerful and intense, Mercia’s Take summons an England in the heat of the 
industrial revolution, and the lives it took to make it. 

Daniel Wiles is from Walsall in the West Midlands. He recently 
completed the Prose MA at UEA, where he was the recipient of the Booker 
Prize Foundation Scholarship. Mercia’s Take is his first novel.

MERCIA’S TAKE
Daniel Wiles

OCTOBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800750845 | £8.99 | B FORMAT PB | 208PP | FICTION

One of the Observer’s top ten debuts  
of 2022 

‘Energy and passion fuels this harsh 
and beautiful first novel; Daniel Wiles 
connects us viscerally to the past we 
have buried, the history we choose  
to ignore’ HILARY MANTEL

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

ZERO

Jeremy Hunt

OCTOBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800751255 | £10.99 | B FORMAT PB| 288PP | NON-FICTION

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Mistakes happen. In most fields the consequences are limited, but in healthcare they can be 
fatal. Every week in England, there are 150 avoidable deaths. Most tragedies are treated 
as ‘inevitable’ when in fact they could be prevented simply and cheaply if we were better at 
learning from mistakes.

By committing to a profession where the consequences of a mistake can be life or death, 
people in healthcare are braver than most of us. The problem is that the system goes after 
someone when something goes wrong, and the result is a blame game that stops learning and 
allows the same mistake to be repeated, often countless times.

Zero is a book about how the NHS can reduce the number of avoidable deaths to zero, and 
in the process save money, reduce backlogs and improve working conditions. Delivering the 
safest, highest-quality care in the NHS post-pandemic could be our very own 1948 moment.

Eliminating unnecessary deaths in a 
post-pandemic NHS

Jeremy Hunt was elected MP for South West Surrey in 2005. He was 
Secretary of State for Health between September 2012 and July 2018, 
the longest serving Health Secretary in history, and has been Chair of the 
Health and Social Care Select Committee since January 2020. Jeremy 
Hunt lives in Godalming and London with his wife, son and two daughters.

Could this be our 1948 moment? 

New in Paperback
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Mustafa Akyol

‘A fresh cultural analysis of Islam … a 
work of theological interpretation that 
affirms human dignity and respect of 
one another’ LOS ANGELES REVIEW OF BOOKS

JUNE 2022 | ISBN 9781800751712 | £20 | ROYAL HB | 336PP | ISLAMIC STUDIES

In Reopening Muslim Minds, Mustafa Akyol, senior fellow at the Cato Institute and opinion 
writer for the New York Times, both diagnoses ‘the crisis of Islam’ in the modern world, and 
offers a way forward. Diving deeply into Islamic theology, and also sharing lessons from his 
own life story, he reveals how Muslims lost the universalism that made them a great civilization 
in their earlier centuries. He especially demonstrates how values often associated with Western 
Enlightenment – freedom, reason, tolerance, and an appreciation of science – had Islamic 
counterparts, which sadly were cast aside in favor of more dogmatic views, often for political 
ends.

Elucidating complex ideas with engaging prose and storytelling, Reopening Muslim Minds 
borrows lost visions from medieval Muslim thinkers to offer a new Muslim worldview on a 
range of sensitive issues: human rights, equality for women, freedom of religion, or freedom 
from religion. While frankly acknowledging the problems in the world of Islam today, Akyol 
offers a clear and hopeful vision for its future.

Mustafa Akyol has been a regular contributing opinion writer for the 
New York Times since 2013, covering matters of Islam in the modern 
world, and was picked in 2021 as one of Prospect’s top ten thinkers. His 
book Islam without Extremes was longlisted for the 2012 Lionel Gelber 
Prize literary prize, while being banned in Malaysia for challenging the 
‘religion police.’

A Return to Reason, Freedom, and 
Tolerance

REOPENING 
MUSLIM MINDS

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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New in Paperback

WOKE RACISM
How a New Religion Has Betrayed Black 
America

John McWhorter

‘Essential reading for anyone trying to 
make sense of the race debate’  
 
JOSH GLANCY, THE TIMES

A NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER 

In Woke Racism, McWhorter reveals the workings of this new religion, from the original sin of 
‘white privilege’ and the weaponization of cancel culture to ban heretics, to the evangelical 
fervour of the ‘woke mob.’ He shows how this religion that claims to ‘dismantle racist 
structures’ is actually harming his fellow black Americans by infantilizing black people, setting 
black students up for failure, and passing policies that disproportionately damage black 
communities. The new religion might be called ‘antiracism,’ but it features a racial essentialism 
that’s barely distinguishable from racist arguments of the past.

Fortunately, for all of us, it’s not too late to push back against woke racism. McWhorter shares 
scripts and encouragement with those trying to deprogramme friends and family. And most 
importantly, he offers a roadmap to justice that will actually help, not hurt, black people.

John McWhorter teaches linguistics, American studies, and music history 
at Columbia University. He is a contributing editor at The Atlantic and host 
of the language podcast Lexicon Valley. His writing has been published in 
The New York Times, The New Yorker, The Wall Street Journal, Time, Daily 
Beast, New Republic, The Root, and many other venues. McWhorter is the 
author of over twenty books, including Nine Nasty Words: English in the 
Gutter—Then, Now and Forever, The Power of Babel, Losing the Race, and 
Our Magnificent Bastard Tongue.

OCTOBER 2022 | ISBN 9781800751446 | £8.99 | B FORMAT PB | 224PP | SOCIAL SCIENCE

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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