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‘A remarkable book’ NEW YORKER

Nomadland tells a revelatory tale of the dark underbelly of the American economy – one
which foreshadows the precarious future that may await many more of us. At the same time,
it celebrates the exceptional resilience and creativity of people who have given up ordinary
rootedness to survive, but have not given up hope.

Jessica Bruder is an award-winning journalist whose work focuses
on subcultures and the dark corners of the economy. She has written
for Harper’s Magazine, the New York Times and the Washington
Post, and teaches at the Columbia School of Journalism.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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THE UNDOCUMENTED
AMERICANS
Karla Cornejo Villavicencio
‘An intimate look at the lives of the
so-called undocumented in the United
States, and also a milestone of literary
journalism’ DAVE EGGERS
‘There’s nothing to do but sit down and
read this book’ EILEEN MYLES
June 2021 | ISBN 9781800750395 | £12.99 | Demy TPB with flaps | 208pp | Memoir

A BARACK OBAMA FAVOURITE BOOK OF 2020
A New York Times best book of 2020
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WANTING
The Power of Mimetic Desire, and
How to Want What You Need

Luke Burgis
‘A spellbinding read’ ADAM GRANT
‘Powerful explanations for why we
want things, and why society seems to
be going haywire in our increasingly
connected world’ JONATHAN HAIDT
July 2021 | ISBN 9781800750562 | £14.99 | Royal TPB | 304pp | Popular Psychology

A groundbreaking exploration of why we want what we want, and a toolkit for freeing
ourselves from chasing unfulfilling desires.

One of the first undocumented immigrants to graduate from Harvard reveals the hidden
lives of her fellow undocumented Americans. Karla Cornejo Villavicencio finds the singular,
effervescent characters across the nation often reduced in the media to political pawns or
nameless laborers.

Human desire is mimetic – we imitate what other people want. This affects the way we choose
partners, friends, careers, clothes and holiday destinations. Mimetic desire is responsible for
the formation of our very identities. It explains the enduring relevancy of Shakespeare’s plays,
why Peter Thiel decided to be the first investor in Facebook, and why our world is growing
more divided as it becomes more connected.

The stories she tells are not deferential or naively inspirational but show the love, magic,
heartbreak, insanity, and vulgarity that infuse the day-to-day lives of her subjects. And through
it all we see the author grappling with the biggest questions of love, duty, family, and survival.

Drawing on his experience as an entrepreneur, teacher, and student of classical philosophy
and theology, Burgis shares tactics that help turn blind wanting into intentional wanting – to be
more in control of the things we want, and to find more meaning in our work and lives.

Karla Cornejo Villavicencio has written about immigration, music,
beauty, and mental illness for the New York Times, the Atlantic, the
New Republic, Glamour, Elle, Vogue, n+1 and the New Inquiry,
among others. She lives in New Haven with her partner and
their dog.

Luke Burgis has founded and led multiple companies. He’s currently
entrepreneur-in-residence and director of programs at the Ciocca Center
for Principled Entrepreneurship at the Catholic University of America, where
he also teaches business and develops new education initiatives. He’s the
founder and director of Fourth Wall Ventures, an incubator for people and
companies that contribute to the formation of a healthy human ecology. He
graduated from NYU Stern School of Business and later from a pontifical
university in Rome, where he studied theology. He lives in Washington,
D.C., with his wife, Claire.

Publicity contact: Sue Amaradivakara (sue@prcollective.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)
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THE DAUGHTERS
OF KOBANI

WOKE, INC.

The Women Who Took on the Islamic State

Vivek Ramaswamy

Gayle Tzemach Lemmon
‘Lemmon has shown us
unequivocally what female
leadership can do for a society’
SEBASTIAN JUNGER

Inside the Social Justice Scam

A young entrepreneur makes the
case that politics has no place
in business, and sets out a new
vision for the future of capitalism

‘An extraordinary account’
HILLARY CLINTON

July 2021 | ISBN 9781800750456 | £16.99 | Demy HB | 288pp | Social History

August 2021 | ISBN 9781800750678 | £20 | Royal HB | 320pp | Society & Culture

In 2014, northeastern Syria might have been the last place you would expect to find a
revolution centred on women’s rights. But that year, an all-female militia faced off against ISIS
in a little town few had ever heard of: Kobani. In the process, these women would spread their
own political vision, determined to make women’s equality a reality by fighting – house by
house, street by street, city by city – the men who bought and sold women.

A young entrepreneur makes the case that politics has no place in business, and sets out a new
vision for the future of capitalism.

Based on years of on-the-ground reporting, The Daughters of Kobani is the unforgettable story
of the women of the Kurdish militia that improbably became part of the world’s best hope for
stopping ISIS in Syria.
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The modern woke-industrial complex divides us as people. By mixing morality with
consumerism, corporate elites prey on our innermost insecurities about who we really are. They
sell us cheap social causes and skin-deep identities to satisfy our hunger for a cause and our
search for meaning, at a moment when we lack both.
Vivek Ramaswamy is a traitor to his class. He’s founded multibillion-dollar enterprises, led a
biotech company as CEO, trained as a scientist at Harvard and a lawyer at Yale, and grew
up the child of immigrants in a small town in Ohio. Now he takes us behind the scenes into
corporate boardrooms and five-star conferences, into Ivy League classrooms and secretive
nonprofits, to reveal the defining scam of our century.

Gayle Tzemach Lemmon is the author of the New York Times bestsellers
Ashley’s War and The Dressmaker of Khair Khana and an adjunct senior
fellow at the council on foreign relations. A graduate of Harvard Business
School, she serves on the board of Mercy Corps and is a member of the
Bretton Woods Committee.

Vivek Ramaswamy founded Roivant Sciences, a biopharmaceutical
company, in 2014, after a career as a successful biotech investor. A
35-year-old first-generation American, he is a graduate of Harvard
College and Yale Law School. He is an Ohio native and lives with his
wife and son. Vivek Ramaswamy serves on the board of directors of
the Philanthropy Roundtable and the Foundation for Research on Equal
Opportunity.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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WONDERWORKS
Literary Invention and the Science
of Stories

Angus Fletcher
‘Fascinating. It blew my mind!’
MALCOLM GLADWELL

‘A marvellous treat’ MARTIN SELIGMAN
‘An extraordinary book’ RAPHAEL LYNE

Evolution and the Challenges of Modern Life

Heather Heying and Bret Weinstein
‘Guides readers through the most
pressing puzzles of our time … razor
sharp and fun to read’JONATHAN HAIDT

September 2021 | ISBN 9781800750210 | £20 | Royal HB | 464pp | Literary Studies

September 2021 | ISBN 9781800750746 | £20 | Royal HB | 320pp | Popular Science

Wonderworks reveals that literature is among the mightiest technologies that humans have
ever invented, precision-honed to give us what our brains most want and need.

We are living through the most prosperous age in all of human history, yet people are more
listless, divided and miserable than ever. Wealth and comfort are unparalleled, and yet our
political landscape grows ever more toxic, and rates of suicide, loneliness and chronic illness
continue to skyrocket. How do we explain the gap between these two truths? What’s more,
what can we do to close it?

Literature is a technology like any other. And the writers we revere – from Homer to
Shakespeare, Austen to Ferrante – each made a unique technical breakthrough that can be
viewed as both a narrative and neuroscientific advancement. But literature’s great invention
was to address problems we could not solve: not how to start a fire or build a boat, but how
to live and love; how to maintain courage in the face of death; how to account for the fact that
we exist at all.
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A HUNTER-GATHERER’S
GUIDE TO THE
21st CENTURY

For evolutionary biologists Heather Heying and Bret Weinstein, the cause of our woes is clear:
the modern world is out of sync with our ancient brains and bodies. The cognitive dissonance
created by trying to live in a society we’re not built for is killing us.

Based on Angus Fletcher’s own research, Wonderworks tells the story of the greatest literary
inventions through the ages, from ancient Mesopotamia to modern-day America.

In this book, Heying and Weinstein cut through the noise surrounding issues like sex, gender,
diet, parenting, sleep, education and much else besides to outline a science-based worldview
that will empower you to live a better, wiser life.

Angus Fletcher is a professor of story science at Ohio State’s Project
Narrative, the world’s leading academic think-tank for the study of stories.
He has dual degrees in neuroscience and literature, received his PhD from
Yale, taught Shakespeare at Stanford, and has published two books and
dozens of peer-reviewed academic articles on the scientific workings of
novels, poetry, film and theatre. He has done story-consulting for projects
for Sony, Disney, the BBC, Amazon, PBS and Universal.

Heather Heying and Bret Weinstein are James Madison Program
Visiting Fellows at Princeton University. They have PHDs in Biology from
the University of Michigan and taught evolutionary biology for 15 years
at Evergreen State College, Washington. Together they co-host the Dark
Horse podcast, which has over a quarter of a million subscribers and is
ranked in the top ten most popular science podcasts on YouTube.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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THE WORLD TURNED
UPSIDE DOWN
A History of the Chinese Cultural Revolution

Yang Jisheng
‘A work of breathtaking courage’
FINANCIAL TIMES

AUTOBIBLIOGRAPHY
Rob Doyle
‘He is dynamite!’ GEOFF DYER
‘One of the most original and
intelligent writers at work today’
DONAL RYAN

‘The most comprehensive journalistic
account yet of contemporary China’s
foundational trauma’ PANKAJ MISHRA
September 2021 | ISBN 9781800750586 | £35 | Royal HB | 768pp | History

October 2021 | ISBN 9781800750524| £12.99 | Hardback | 256pp | Memoir

As a major political event and a crucial turning point in the history of the People’s Republic of
China, the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution (1966–1976) marked the zenith as well as the
nadir of Mao Zedong’s ultra-leftist politics. Reacting in part to the Soviet Union’s “revisionism”
that he regarded as a threat to the future of socialism, Mao mobilised the masses in a battle
against what he called “bourgeois” forces within the Chinese Communist Party (CCP). This
ten-year-long class struggle on a massive scale devastated traditional Chinese culture as well
as the nation’s economy.

In Autobibliography, Rob Doyle recounts a year spent rereading fifty-two books – from the
Dhammapada and Marcus Aurelius, via The Tibetan Book of the Dead and La Rochefoucauld,
to Robert Bolaño and Svetlana Alexievich – as well as the memories they trigger and the
reverberations they create. It is a record of a year in reading, and of a lifetime of books.
Provocative, intelligent and funny, it is a brilliant introduction to a personal canon by one of
the most original and exciting writers around. It is a book about books, a book about reading,
and a book about a writer. It is an autobibliography.

Following his groundbreaking and award-winning history of the Great Famine, Tombstone,
Yang Jisheng here presents the only history of the Cultural Revolution by an independent
scholar based in mainland China, and makes a crucial contribution to understanding the
lasting influence of those years.
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Yang Jisheng was born in 1940, joined the Communist Party in 1964, and
worked for Xinhua News Agency from January 1968 until his retirement
in 2001. He was a deputy editor at Yanhuang Chunqiu (Chronicles of
History), an official journal that regularly skirts censorship with articles on
controversial political topics. He is the author of the book Tombstone.

Rob Doyle was born in Dublin and holds a first-class honors degree in
philosophy and an MPhil in psychoanalysis from Trinity College Dublin. He
is the author of the story collection This is the Ritual and the novels Here are
the Young Men, recently made into a film, and Threshold, shortlisted for the
Kerry Group Irish Novel of the Year 2021.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Christian Lewis (ChristianLewisPR@outlook.com)
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NEVER MIND THE
B#LL*CKS HERE’S
THE SCIENCE
A Scientist’s Guide to the Biggest Challenges
Facing Our Species Today

Professor Luke O’Neill

A DICTIONARY OF
NAVAL SLANG
Gerald O’Driscoll
With an introduction by
Richard Humphreys

Winner of the AN Post Irish Book of
the Year for Non-Fiction
November 2021 | ISBN 9781800750760 | £9.99 | Paperback | 352pp | Popular Science

November 2021 | ISBN 9781800750654 | £8.99 | B format HB | 224pp | Humour

In his fascinating and thought-provoking book, Professor Luke O’Neill grapples with life’s
biggest questions and tells us what science has to say about them.

For centuries the sailors of the Royal Navy have been famous for their colourful language and
idiosyncratic turn of phrase. Trapped aboard leaky ships and creaking vessels for months,
sometimes years, on end, the crews developed a peculiar language all of their own. The Royal
Navy’s heyday is long past and much of the sailor’s vocabulary has vanished with it. But
before it disappeared once and for all, veteran sailor Gerald O’Driscoll preserved its unique
language in this sometimes hilarious but always fascinating compendium of nautical language.

Covering topics from global pandemics to gender, addiction to euthanasia, Luke O’Neill’s
easy wit and clever pop-culture references deconstruct the science to make complex questions
accessible. Arriving at science’s definitive answers to some of the most controversial topics
human beings have to grapple with, Never Mind the B#ll*ocks is a celebration of science and
hard facts in a time of fake news and sometimes unhelpful groupthink.

Professor Luke O’Neill is a world-renowned immunologist and Professor
of Biochemistry in the School of Biochemistry and Immunology at Trinity
College Dublin. In 2016 he was made a fellow of the Royal Society for his
innovative work on the human immune system. Never Mind the B#ll*cks
was a number one bestseller in Ireland, and won the Popular Non-Fiction
Book of the Year at the Irish Book Awards.

Taking the reader from ‘Abaft the Screen’ all the way through the alphabet to ‘Wet at the
boathoist’, A Dictionary of Naval Slang is a treasury of naval argot, jargon, lingo and cant.
First published in 1943, this modern gift edition comes with a foreword by author and former
Royal Navy submariner Richard Humphreys.

Gerald O’Driscoll (1886–1947) was an Irish sailor, journalist and
humourist who also wrote under the pen-name ‘Geraldus’. A veteran of
the Royal Navy, he wrote several best-selling books memorialising the
sailor’s world, including The Musings of a Merry Matloe (1927) and Awful
Disclosures of a Bluejacket (1929). A Dictionary of Naval Slang, his last
book, was published at the height of the Second World War.
Richard Humphreys is a British writer and memoirist. Born in Wolverhampton,
he spent many years in the Royal Navy as a diver and submariner.

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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Publicity contact: Rachel Nobilo (rachel.nobilo@swiftpress.com)
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TO THE LAKE

SEESAW

Yana Vagner

Timothy Ogene

The basis of the hit Netflix series

‘A very funny, intelligent, deliberately
and engagingly resistant, and moving
piece of writing’ AMIT CHAUDHURI

November 2021 | ISBN 9781800750418 | £12.99 | Hardback | 432pp | Thriller

November 2021 | ISBN 9781800750166 | £12.99 | Demy TPB with flaps | 256pp | Fiction

To the Lake was inspired by a flu epidemic in Moscow and was a bestselling novel in Russia. It
has now been published in a dozen languages, and is the basis for the hit Netflix series.

A ‘recovering writer’ ‒ his first novel having been littered with typos and selling only fifty
copies ‒ Frank Jasper is plucked from obscurity in Port Jumbo in Nigeria to attend the
prestigious William Blake Program for Emerging Writers in Boston.

When a virulent flu epidemic sweeps through Moscow, killing hundreds of thousands of
inhabitants, Anya and her husband Sergei decide to flee to a lake in the far north of Russia.
But as the wave of infection expands from the capital, they encounter obstacles, hazards and
aggression as they try to navigate their way through a harsh Russian winter, with diminishing
supplies of petrol and food. Their troubles multiply as Sergei agrees to takes on unwelcome
guests, and Anna struggles with her own feelings of hostility and jealousy...
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Once there, however, it becomes painfully clear that he and the other Fellows are expected
to meet certain obligations as representatives of their ‘cultures’; eventually expelled from the
fellowship for ‘non-performance’ and ‘non-participation,’ Frank sets off on trip to visit his
father’s college friend in Nebraska.
Seesaw is an energetic comedy of cultural dislocation – and in its humour, intelligence and
piety-pricking, it is a refreshing and hugely enjoyable act of literary rebellion.

Yana Vagner lives in Moscow with her husband, teenage son and three
dogs. She started writing To the Lake as a weekly blog, at a time when a
flu epidemic swept through Moscow, and the story had already attracted
thousands of readers before it was turned into a best-selling novel in Russia.

Timothy Ogene was raised in the outskirts of Port Harcourt in southern
Nigeria. He has since lived in Liberia, the UK and the US, where he is a
Lecturer in African literary and cultural studies at Harvard. Seesaw is his
second novel.

Publicity contact: Rebecca Gray (rebecca@ruthkillick.co.uk)

Publicity contact: Emma Dowson (EDowson@edpr.co.uk)
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MY FATHER’S
DRAGON

MY FATHER’S DRAGON BOOKS
TWO AND THREE

My Father’s Dragon Book One

Ruth Stiles Gannett
‘A real delight’NEW YORKER

NOV 2021 | ISBN 9781800750388 | £6.99 | B Paperback | 96pp | CHILDREN’S FICTION

A NEWBERY HONOR BOOK
When a little boy Elmer strikes up a friendship with an alley cat, he learns of a baby dragon
that is being forced to serve as a ferry for the selfish animals of Wild Island. Elmer determines
at once to free the dragon, and with a bit of advice from the savvy cat, he arms himself with
chewing gum, lollipops, rubber bands and some other unlikely items. With these tools and
his own sharp wits, Elmer is prepared to face hungry tigers, cranky crocodiles and other
challenges.
Both a Newbery Honor Book and an American Library Association Notable Book, this
charming story has delighted generations of readers since its original publication in 1948.

Ruth Stiles Gannett wrote My Father’s Dragon just a few years after her
graduation in 1944. It was an immediate success, becoming a Newbery
Honor Book, and was soon followed by two sequels, Elmer and the
Dragon and The Dragons of Blueland. All three dragon stories have
been continuously in print in America in the more than 70 years since their
publication. The author’s other books include Katie and the Sad Noise
and The Wonderful House-Boat-Train. She was married to the artist and
calligrapher Peter Kahn, before his death in 1997. She has seven daughters
and eight grandchildren. Visit her online at myfathersdragon.org
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November 2021 | Children’s Fiction
ISBN 9781800750432 | £6.99
B Paperback | 96pp

November 2021 | Children’s Fiction
ISBN 9781800750449 | £6.99
B Paperback | 96pp

In Elmer and the Dragon, Elmer’s new friend the baby dragon offers to fly him home. But
when a storm forces them to make an emergency landing, they find themselves on Feather
Island. This exotic place is inhabited by all the escaped canaries of the world and ruled by a
curious canary desperately searching for buried treasure. Can clever Elmer use his creativity
to save the day one more time?
In The Dragons of Blueland, Elmer is safe and sound at home in Evergreen Park while Boris
is heading back to Blueland. There’s just one problem: hunters have trapped Boris’ family
and plan to capture and sell them to zoos all over the world! With time ticking away and
the hunters ready to pounce, will Elmer rescue the dragons of Blueland in time?

Publicity contact: Fritha Lindqvist (fritha@frithalindqvistpr.com)
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New in Paperback

CYNICAL THEORIES
How Activist Scholarship Made Everything
about Race, Gender, and Identity – and Why
This Harms Everybody

Helen Pluckrose, James Lindsay
A Times, Sunday Times and Financial
Times BOOK OF THE YEAR
‘Brilliant’ DAILY TELEGRAPH

New in Paperback

YOU’RE ABOUT
TO MAKE A
TERRIBLE MISTAKE!

How Biases Distort Decision-Making and
What You Can Do to Fight Them

Olivier Sibony
‘Olivier Sibony has transformed the
way we think about the world’
SUNDAY TIMES

JUN 2021 | ISBN 9781800750326| £10.99 | B Paperback | 352pp | SOCIETY AND CULTURE

July 2021 | ISBN 9781800750333 | £9.99 | B Paperback | 336pp | Smart Thinking

Cynical Theories argues that struggles for social justice are strongest when they are founded
on respect for evidence, reason, and free and open debate. It deplores the harm that closedminded Social Justice ideologues, cancel culture and social media pile-ons are doing to the
cause of social justice and liberal democracy itself.

A lively, research-based tour of nine common decision-making traps – and practical tools for
avoiding them – from a professor of strategic thinking.

Pluckrose and Lindsay demonstrate that only through proper understanding of the evolution of
these ideas can we challenge this harmful orthodoxy, and offer practical strategies to combat
it.

We make decisions all the time. It’s so natural that we hardly stop to think about it. Yet even
the smartest and most experienced among us make frequent and predictable errors. So, what
makes a good decision? Should we trust our intuitions, and if so, when? How can we avoid
being tripped up by cognitive biases when we are not even aware of them?
You’re About to Make a Terrible Mistake! offers clear and practical advice that distills the
latest developments in behavioural economics and cognitive psychology into actionable tools
for making clever, effective decisions in business and beyond.

Helen Pluckrose is an independent scholar, the editor of Areo Magazine and the founder of
Counterweight.

Olivier Sibony is a Professor of Strategy at HEC Paris and an Associate Fellow at Saïd Business School,
Oxford University. He was a senior partner at McKinsey & Company, and holds a PhD from Paris Sciences
et Lettres University. He is a co-author of the global bestseller Noise.

James Lindsay is a mathematician with a background in physics and founder of New Discourses
(newdiscourses.com).

Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
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Publicity contact: Ruth Killick (publicity@ruthkillick.co.uk)
18

THE UPSWING

New in Paperback

How We Came Together a Century Ago
and How We Can Do It Again

Robert D. Putnam and
Shaylyn Romney Garrett
‘Putnam’s book speaks for the many
millions who don’t think the way the
zealots do’ GUARDIAN
‘A landmark book’ NEW STATESMAN
September 2021 | ISBN 9781800750371 | £12.99 | B Paperback | 448pp | Social Sciences

The Upswing is Robert D. Putnam’s brilliant analysis of economic, social, cultural and political
trends from the Gilded Age to the present, showing how America went from an individualistic
‘I’ society to a more communitarian ‘We’ society and then back again, and how we can all
learn from that experience.
In a sweeping overview of more than a century of history, Putnam and Romney Garrett draw
on inspiring lessons for our time from an earlier era, when a dedicated group of reformers
created once again a society based on community. Engaging, revelatory and timely, this is
Putnam’s most ambitious work yet, with a relevance right across the anglophone world. It is an
unmissable contribution to the debate about where we want society to go.
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Independent Division (Jonathan Ball Publishers (Pty) Ltd)
66 Mimetes Road
Denver Extension 9
Johannesburg
2094
South Africa
Tel: +27 (0)11 601 8000
Email: services@jonathanball.co.za
Latin American and Caribbean Sales
David Williams
IMA / InterMediaAmericana
Email: sales@intermediaamericana.com

Australia
Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd
83 Alexander Street
Crows Nest
NSW 2065
Australia
Tel: +61 (0)2 8425 0100
Email: info@allenandunwin.com
www.allenandunwin.com
New Zealand
Allen & Unwin Pty Ltd
Level 2
10 College Hill
Freeman’s Bay
Auckland 1011
New Zealand
Tel: +64 (0)9 337 3800
Sub-Saharan Africa
Anita Zih-De Haan
A-Z Africa Book Services
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