


THE UPSWING
How We Came Together a Century Ago 
and How We Can Do It Again

Robert D. Putnam, Shaylyn  
Romney  Garrett

NOV 2020 | ISBN 9781800750029 | £25  Hardback | 448pp | SOCIAL SCIENCES

The Upswing is Robert D. Putnam’s brilliant analysis of economic, social, cultural and political 
trends from the Gilded Age to the present, showing how America went from an individualistic 
‘I’ society to a more communitarian ‘We’ society and then back again, and how we can all 
learn from that experience. 
 
In a sweeping overview of more than a century of history, Putnam and Romney Garrett draw 
on inspiring lessons for our time from an earlier era, when a dedicated group of reformers 
created once again a society based on community. Engaging, revelatory and timely, this is 
Putnam’s most ambitious work yet, with a relevance right across the anglophone world. It is an 
unmissable contribution to the debate about where we want society to go.

Robert D. Putnam is the Malkin Research Professor of Public Policy at Harvard 
University and a former Dean of the John F. Kennedy School of Government. 
He has written fourteen books, including the bestselling Our Kids and Bowling 
Alone, and has consulted for the last four US Presidents. 

Shaylyn Romney Garrett is a writer and award-winning social entrepreneur. 
She is a founding contributor to ‘Weave: The Social Fabric Project,’ an Aspen 
Institute initiative. 

‘Putnam’s book speaks for the many 
millions who don’t think the way the 
zealots do’ GUARDIAN
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THE EARTH, THY 
GREAT EXCHEQUER, 
READY LIES
Jo Lloyd

FEB 2021 | ISBN 9781800750104| £12.99 | Hardback | 224pp | FICTION

Whether seeking knowledge, riches, or a better life, the characters in these stories are 
united by a quest for lasting value, as they ask how we should treat our world, our work, our 
selves, and each other. A vainglorious mine-owner dreams of harnessing all of nature to the 
machinery of commerce. Two ladies of a certain age hunt rare butterflies in a pre-First World 
War Europe already experiencing the first bites of biodiversity loss. A climate campaigner 
must choose between personal happiness and political action. A rural Welsh community is 
fascinated and angered by glimpses of its invisible, wealthy neighbours.

Exact and lyrical, compassionate, and full of wit and truth, this debut collection from Jo Lloyd, 
winner of the BBC National Short Story Award, announces a fresh new voice with a sensibility 
all her own.

Jo Lloyd won the BBC National Short Story Award in 2019 and an O. 
Henry Prize in 2018. Her stories have appeared in Zoetrope: All-Story, 
Ploughshares, Southern Review, and elsewhere. The Earth, Thy Great 
Exchequer, Ready Lies is her first collection. She grew up in South Wales, 
where she now lives.

‘Jo Lloyd does more with single 
sentences than a lot of people do in 
entire novels’ SARA TAYLOR

‘Her sentences could rouse the dead 
(and do, in this excellent book)’  
KAREN RUSSELL

NOMADLAND

Jessica Bruder

FEB 2021 | ISBN 9781800750302 | £8.99  B Paperback | 288pp | SOCIETY & CULTURE

The inspiration for the film Nomadland starring Frances McDormand.

From the beet fields of North Dakota to the campgrounds of California to Amazon’s 
CamperForce program in Texas, employers have discovered a new, low-cost labour pool, 
made up largely of transient older adults. These invisible casualties of the Great Recession 
have taken to the road by the tens of thousands in RVs and modified vans, forming a growing 
community of nomads.

Nomadland tells a revelatory tale of the dark underbelly of the American economy – one 
which foreshadows the precarious future that may await many more of us. At the same time, 
it celebrates the exceptional resilience and creativity of people who have given up ordinary 
rootedness to survive, but have not given up hope.

Jessica Bruder is an award-winning journalist whose work focuses 
on subcultures and the dark corners of the economy. She has written 
for Harper’s Magazine, the New York Times and the Washington 
Post, and teaches at the Columbia School of Journalism.

‘A remarkable book’ NEW YORKER

‘A devastating, revelatory book’

‘Scorching, beautifully written, vivid, 
disturbing’ REBECCA SOLNIT

WASHINGTON POST
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In the spring of 2014, an American rap star unwittingly triggered an online hurricane with the 
ease of a tweet. Hitting an unprecedented nerve on Twitter, accompanied with the hashtag 
#BringBackOurGirls, the message called for the release of 276 Nigerian schoolgirls who’d 
been kidnapped by a little-known Islamic terrorist sect called Boko Haram.

A heart-stopping thriller, a riveting narrative history and an incisive cultural analysis, Bring 
Back Our Girls is the definitive account of a kidnapping and digital campaign that changed 
our understanding of warfare, terrorism and online activism. With a plot that unfolds on four 
continents, from the remote forests of northern Nigeria to the White House; from clandestine 
meetings in Khartoum safe houses to century-old luxury hotels on picturesque lakes in the 
Swiss Alps, it is cautionary tale plumbing the promise and peril of an era whose politics 
are fuelled by the power of hashtag advocacy – and at the centre of which stand some 
exceptionally brave and resourceful girls.

Joe Parkinson and Drew Hinshaw are both Wall Street Journal Pulitzer-
prize finalists who have covered Nigeria for more than a decade. Their 
2017 narrative on the Chibok kidnapping is cited as the definitive account 
of what happened in Nigeria before and after Twitter moved on, based on 
unparalleled access to the surviving Chibok girls themselves as well as the 
players who eventually won their freedom.

BRING BACK 
OUR GIRLS
The Astonishing Survival and Rescue of  
Nigeria’s Missing Schoolgirls

JOE PARKINSON, DREW HINSHAW

MAR 2021 | ISBN 9781800750272 | £18.99   Hardback | 400pp | TRUE STORY

‘Everyone should read the 
testimonies of the Chibok girls who 
survived the capture’
MALALA
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LIFE AFTER 
TRUTH

CERIDWEN DOVEY

‘A sublime gem of a novel’ 
HANNAH KENT

‘A wonderful writer of thoughtful,
provocative, compelling fiction’ 
LIANE MORIARTY

MAR 2021 | ISBN 9781800750135 | £12.99   Hardback | 352pp | FICTION

Fifteen years after graduating from Harvard, five close friends on the cusp of middle age 
are still pursuing an elusive happiness and wondering if they’ve wasted their youthful 
opportunities. Mariam and Rowan, who married young, are struggling with the demands of 
family life and starting to regret prioritising meaning over wealth in their careers. Jules, already 
a famous actor when she arrived on campus, is changing in mysterious ways but won’t share 
what is haunting her. Eloise, now a professor who studies the psychology of happiness, is 
troubled by her younger wife’s radical politics. And Jomo, founder of a luxury jewellery 
company, has been carrying an engagement ring around for months, unsure whether his 
girlfriend is the one.

The soul-searching begins in earnest at their much-anticipated college reunion weekend on the 
Harvard campus, when the most infamous member of their class, Frederick ‒ senior advisor 
and son of the recently elected and loathed US President ‒ turns up dead.

Ceridwen Dovey’s debut novel, Blood Kin, was shortlisted for the Dylan 
Thomas Prize and selected for the US National Book Foundation’s 
prestigious ‘5 Under 35’ list. Her short story collection, Only the Animals, 
won the Readings New Australian Writing Award. She writes non-fiction for 
various publications, including newyorker.com and The Monthly, and lives 
in Sydney with her husband and two sons.
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THE HIGH HOUSE

Jessie Greengrass

APR 2021 | ISBN 9781800750074 | £14.99   Hardback | 288pp | FICTION

Francesca is Caro’s stepmother, and Pauly’s mother. A scientist, she can see what is going to 
happen.

The high house was once her holiday home; now looked after by locals Grandy and Sally, she 
has turned it into an ark, for when the time comes. The mill powers the generator; the orchard 
is carefully pruned; the greenhouse has all its glass intact. Almost a family, but not quite, they 
plant, store seed, and watch the weather carefully.

A stunning novel of the extraordinary and the everyday, The High House explores how we get 
used to change that once seemed unthinkable, how we place the needs of our families against 
the needs of others – and it asks us who, if we had to, we would save.

Jessie Greengrass spent her childhood in London and Devon. She studied 
philosophy in Cambridge and London and now lives in Berwick-upon-
Tweed with her partner and children. Her collection of short stories, An 
Account of the Decline of the Great Auk, According to One Who Saw 
It, won the Edge Hill Prize 2016 and a Somerset Maugham Award. Her 
critically acclaimed debut novel, Sight, was shortlisted for the Women’s 
Prize for Fiction 2018.

‘Brave, important and exquisitely 
written’ SIGRID NUNEZ

‘A master observer of  
inter-human atmosphere’
MAX PORTER

A brilliant examination of literary inventions through the ages, from ancient Mesopotamia to 
Elena Ferrante, that shows how writers have created technical breakthroughs and engineered 
enhancements to the human heart and mind.

Shakespeare’s Eureka reviews the blueprints for twenty-five of the most powerful 
developments in the history of literature. These inventions can be scientifically shown to 
alleviate grief, trauma, loneliness, anxiety, numbness, depression, pessimism and ennui – 
all while sparking creativity, courage, love, empathy, hope and joy. They can be found all 
throughout literature – from ancient Chinese lyrics to Shakespeare’s plays, poetry to nursery 
rhymes and fairy tales, and crime novels to slave narratives. 

Originally from the UK, Angus Fletcher is a professor of story science at 
Ohio State’s Project Narrative, the world’s leading academic think-tank for 
the study of stories. He has dual degrees in neuroscience and literature, 
received his PhD from Yale, taught Shakespeare at Stanford, and has 
published two books and dozens of peer-reviewed academic articles on 
the scientific workings of novels, poetry, film and theatre. 

SHAKESPEARE’S 
EUREKA
Literature, Neuroscience and the 
Problem of Being Human

ANGUS FLETCHER

APR 2021 | ISBN 9781800750210 | £20  Hardback | 480pp | LITERARY STUDIES

‘Find one polymath. Take a profound 
knowledge of world literature. Add a 
deep knowledge of neuroscience. This is 
Angus Fletcher’s Shakespeare’s Eureka. 
A marvellous treat’ MARTIN SELIGMAN
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BLOOD IN THE WATER

SILVER DONALD CAMERON

MAY 2021 | ISBN 9781800750241 | £12.99  Paperback | 256pp | TRUE CRIME

Can taking the law into your own hands be the right thing to do?

In June 2013, three upstanding citizens of a small town in Nova Scotia murdered their 
neighbour, Phillip Boudreau, while out fishing. Boudreau was an inventive small-time criminal 
who had terrorised and entertained Petit de Grat for two decades. He had been in prison for 
nearly half his adult life. He was funny and frightening, loathed, loved and feared. Boudreau 
seemed invincible, a miscreant who would plague the village forever. As many people said, if 
those fellows hadn’t killed him, someone else would have.

Blood in the Water is a gripping story in a brilliantly drawn setting, about power and law, 
security and self-respect, and the nature of community. And at its heart is a disturbing  
question: are there times when taking the law into your own hands is not only  
understandable but the responsible thing to do?

Silver Donald Cameron was one of Canada’s most accomplished 
authors. His literary work includes plays, films, radio and TV scripts, 
hundreds of magazine articles, and nineteen books. In 2012, he was 
appointed to both the Order of Canada and the Order of Nova Scotia, 
and awarded the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee Medal. He died in June 
2020, soon after completing the manuscript of Blood in the Water.

A true story of small-town revenge

‘Fascinating … A must-read for all 
concerned about how humans manage 
to live together. Or not’
MARGARET ATWOOD
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Have you heard that language is violence and that science is sexist? Or been told that being 
obese is healthy, that there is no such thing as biological sex, or that only white people can 
be racist? Are you confused by these ideas, and do you wonder how they have managed so 
quickly to challenge the very logic of Western society?

Helen Pluckrose and James Lindsay document the evolution of the dogma behind these 
ideas, from its origins in French postmodernism to its refinement within activist academic 
fields. While acknowledging the need to challenge the complacency of those who think a 
just society has been fully achieved, Pluckrose and Lindsay break down how often-radical 
activist scholarship does far more harm than good, not least to those marginalised communities 
it claims to champion. Only through a proper understanding of the evolution of these ideas, 
they conclude, can those who value science, reason and consistently liberal ethics successfully 
challenge this harmful and authoritarian orthodoxy.

Helen Pluckrose is a liberal political and cultural writer and speaker. She 
is the editor of Areo Magazine and the author of many popular essays on 
postmodernism, critical theory, liberalism, secularism and feminism. 

James Lindsay is a mathematician with a background in physics and 
founder of New Discourses (newdiscourses.com). His essays have 
appeared in numerous outlets, including the Wall Street Journal, Los 
Angeles Times, and Time.

CYNICAL 
THEORIES
How Universities Made Everything about Race, 
Gender, and Identity – And Why this  
Harms Everybody

HELEN PLUCKROSE, JAMES LINDSAY

JUN 2021 | ISBN 9781800750326| £10.99   B Paperback | 352pp | SOCIETY AND CULTURE

A Times, Sunday Times and Financial 
Times BOOK OF THE YEAR 

‘Brilliant’ DAILY TELEGRAPH
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SEESAW

TIMOTHY OGENE

JUN 2021 | ISBN 9781800750166 | £14.99   Hardback | 288pp | FICTION

A ‘recovering writer’ ‒ his first novel having been littered with typos and selling only fifty 
copies ‒ Frank Jasper is plucked from obscurity in Port Jumbo in Nigeria to attend the 
prestigious William Blake Program for Emerging Writers in Boston.

Once there, however, it becomes painfully clear that he and the other Fellows are expected 
to meet certain obligations as representatives of their ‘cultures’; eventually expelled from the 
fellowship for ‘non-performance’ and ‘non-participation,’ Frank sets off on trip to visit his 
father’s college friend in Nebraska.

Seesaw is an energetic comedy of cultural dislocation – and in its humour, intelligence and 
piety-pricking, it is a refreshing and hugely enjoyable act of literary rebellion.

Timothy Ogene was raised in the outskirts of Port Harcourt in southern 
Nigeria. He has since lived in Liberia, the US and the UK. His first novel, 
The Day Ends Like Any Day, was awarded Book of the Year by the African 
Literature Association. He is presently working on a PhD in Culture and 
Criticism at Cambridge, and was recently a Visiting Research Fellow at 
Brown University. Seesaw is his second novel.

‘A very funny, intelligent, deliberately 
and engagingly resistant, and moving 
piece of writing’ AMIT CHAUDHURI
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A lively, research-based tour of nine common decision-making traps – and practical tools for 
avoiding them – from a professor of strategic thinking.

We make decisions all the time. It’s so natural that we hardly stop to think about it. Yet even 
the smartest and most experienced among us make frequent and predictable errors. So, what 
makes a good decision? Should we trust our intuitions, and if so, when? How can we avoid 
being tripped up by cognitive biases when we are not even aware of them?  
 
You’re About to Make a Terrible Mistake! offers clear and practical advice that distills the 
latest developments in behavioural economics and cognitive psychology into actionable tools 
for making clever, effective decisions in business and beyond.

Olivier Sibony is an Affiliate Professor of Strategy at HEC Paris and an 
Associate Fellow at Saïd Business School, Oxford University. Previously, he 
spent 25 years in the Paris and New York offices of McKinsey & Company, 
where he was a senior partner. Sibony’s research on improving the quality 
of strategic decision making has been featured in many publications, 
including Harvard Business Review and MIT Sloan Management Review. 
He is a graduate of HEC Paris and holds a PhD from Paris Sciences 
et Lettres University. He is a co-author, with Daniel Kahneman, of the 
forthcoming Noise.

YOU’RE ABOUT  
TO MAKE A  
TERRIBLE MISTAKE!
How Biases Distort Decision-Making and  
What You Can Do to Fight Them

OLIVIER SIBONY

JUL 2021 | ISBN 9781800750333 | £9.99   B Paperback | 336pp | BUSINESS

‘A masterful introduction to the state of 
the art in managerial decision-making’
DANIEL KAHNEMAN, AUTHOR OF 
THINKING, FAST AND SLOW
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